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Paper, and oo other bnsiness can come
from another place until the debate on
the Address is finished, I move, “That the
House at its rising do adjourn until Tues-
day, 11th August.”

Question passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at
21 minutes to five o'clock, until the 11th
Angnst.

Legislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 2.9[?: July, 1908.
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By the Treasurer: Reports and returns
in aceordance with the Government Rail-
ways Aet, for the quarter ending 30th
June, 1908.

MEAT SUPPLY AND PRICES.
Ministerial Statement—Royal Com-
mission.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
said: In view of the importance of a
cheap meat supply to Western Australia,
and the recent announcement of a large
increase in the retail prices, the Govern-
ment have decided to appoint a Royal
Cominission of niembers from both Houses
of Parliament to inquire into this matter.
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Water Meters,
Questions (2)—llegal Combinations in

Meat Trade. :

Mr. BATH (for Mr. Holman) asked
the Premier: Do the Government intend
to take immediate action to try to prevent
any illegal combination from maintaining
the present high price of meat, which is
sneh a serious menace to the eonsumers
in the State?

The PREMIER replied: I have al-
ready intimated the steps the Government
propose to take in connection with the
recent. inerease in the price of meat.

Freezing Works Subsidy.

Mr. BATH (for Mr. Taylor) asked the
Premier: Tn view of the recent attitude
of the pastoralists in the North-West and
the wholesale butchers in raising the price
of beef and mntton to almest prohibitive
prices, de the Government intend to loan
them £35,000, indicated in the Premier's
Bunbury speech, for freezing works in the
Norvth-West, free of interest for three
vears?

The PREMIER replied: The Govern-
ment do intend to loan to a company
the sum of £35,000 for the purpose of
erecting freezing works at Wyndham
nnder conditions favourable to all cattle
growers. This step is necessary to bring
the producer into e¢loser touch with the
consumer, and so to place the local market
at the disposal of all cattle growers,

QUESTIONS (2)-—-WATER METERS.
Rents on Goldfields.

Mr. EWING (for Mr. Eddy) asked the
Minister for Works: 1. Why, in face
of a resolution of this House on the 23th
Augnst, 1907, condemning the charge of
vent for water meters, are such rents still
charged to eonsumners of water from the
Coolgardie Water Supply, while consum-
ers in the metropolitan area have been re-
lieved of that charge? 2. When does the
Minister intend giving complete effect to
the wish of the House, expressed in the
said resolution?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: (1 and 2) The resolation referred
to hy the hon. member has bheen given
effect to wherever the profit earned on the
sale of water made it possible for the
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Minister fur Works to inelude the meter
rent in the price charged for water. In
so far as the Goldfields Water Supply
Administration is concerned, the whole
question is now under consideration with
a view of readjumsting the charges so as
to enable the meter rents to be aholished.

Meters Manufacture, Local or Qutside.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Works: 1. In view of the practieal en-
couragemment given to Kent’s (Limited)
for the loeal manufaeture of water meters
through placing a contraet with them at
enhanced prices, why is it now necessary
to accept the tender of Leshe & Co. for
the supply of 330 meters which will be
manufactured outsisde the State? 2, Are
the Government prepared to pay a royaliy
for the nse of weter patents with a view
to having same manufactured at the
Government workshops?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1. Tenders were called for 1,900
positive meters of the following dis-
charges: —1,570 of 250 gallons discharge
per hour; 230 of 330 gallons discharge
per honv: 100 of 550 gallons discharge
per hour; and 1,570 of 250 gallons dis-
charge meters were ordered from
Messrs, Kent & (o, local manu-
facturers, the priee in this ease being
ouly 4.9 per cent. higher than the
lowest received for the imported article.
The other twe sizes were ordered from
Lestie & Co. beeause the priee of the
uported 330 gallons discharge meters
was 20 per cent. below the price of the
lredl manufactured article of this size,
and in the case of the 550 gallons dis-
chavge size, the imported article was 30
per cent. below the price of the locally
manufactured meter. 2. No. The con-
ditions of ~cdontract were so drawn that
tenders counld be considered for any es-
tablished meters of the positive type.

QUESTION — MINING TRIBUTE.
YARRT.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Was the tribute agreement of
the Lake View Co. at Yarri, providing for
rayalty on all amounts earned over £3
10s. per week, registered at Kookynie?
2. Did the Warden refnse fo register a
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tribute agreement on the adjoining lease,
aowned by W. Thomas, providing for the
pavinent of rovalty on all amounts earned
aver £3 15s. per week? 3, If so, why
was diserimination shown between the
two applications?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. The agreement provided for
royalty on earnings from £3 10s net up-
wards. 2, As no tribute agreement has
been rvecorded at the head office no in-
formation is available. Inquiries are
being made from the Warden; and a far-
ther reply will be made on receipt of a
report from the Warden, 3, Answered
by No. 2.

QUESTION: — TIMBER WORKERS
AGREEMENT.

Mr. BATH (for Mr. Holman} asked
the Premier: 1, Is it a fact that Millars’
Combine have failed to carry’ out the
agreement agreed to at the settlement of
the timber trouble in June, 1907% 2,
Will he take sueh action that will ¢ompel
Millars’ Combine to eamy out the terms
of the agreement (from the date of sign-
ing same) forthwith? 3, It not, why
not?

The PREMIER replied: The position
in vegard to this matter is shown by, the
following eorrespondence :—

Premier’s Office,
8th July, 1908.
Sir,—

I have received a letter from the
General Secretary of the Amalgamated
Tiunber Workers’ Union of Western
Australin, of which I attach a ecopy,
and in which Mr. Holman requests that
the Government should take steps to
enforee the agreement entered into:be-
tween yourself and the Workers’ Union
referred to.

In view of the faet that the Govern-
ment were, to some extent, respousible
for the agreement being entered into,
inasmueh as eértain velief had been
granted by the Government to the 1in-
dostry on the understanding that the

" indnstrial agreement shonld be satis-
factorily arranged, youn will realise that
I am naturally anxious that no breach
should cecur that would cause a repe-
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tikion of the unfortunate cessation of
work that oceurred last year, and infliet
so much barm to the industry and the
worker alike. I, therefore, confidently
appeal to you to make the necessary
adjustments, if it is found on inquiry
that the contentions of Mr. Holman are
borne out.

I have, ete.,

N. J. Moore, Premier.
A, J. MeNeil, Esq.,
General Manager,
Millars’ Karri & Jarrah Co.,
Perth,

lillillars’ Karri and Jarralt Company
(1902), Lid.
Lord Street, Perth, W.A.,
c 27th July, 1908.
Hon.

Newton J. Moore, C'M.G., |
Premier, Perth.
Dear Sir,—

T have to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter dated the Sth instant, en-
closing copy of a communication ad-
(dressed to yourself by Mr. Holman, the
Geperal Secretary of the Timber
Workers’ Union, on the 22nd ultimo.

In thanking you for your letter, I
trust I need scarcely assure you that it
is and always has been not only my
desire but also that of everyone asso-
ciated with the management of the Com-
pany to carry out the terms of the
agreement with the workers concluded
in June last in a fair and liberal spirit.
TIf proof of this be necessary, I may
slate that the workers have not only
received the full benefit of the conces-
sion allowed to the Company by the
Gioverhment, but the Company has
voluntarily made adjustments and given
direct increases of wages amounting to
a substantial sum annually in addition.
" Mr. Holman’s statements in his letter
of breaches of the agreement by the
Company are of a very general charac-
ter, and I wish to point out that in
every case in which he has brought to
the Company’s attention any specifie
complaint it bas been fuolly and fairly
inonired into. and where proved to be
wrl] grounded has been rectified without
delay: so much will be acknowledged by
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Mr. Holman; and it only remains for

him to state any grievaneces that may

* now exist, and on receipt of the inform-

ation the management will be prepared

to make a thorough examination into

them and adjust any departure from the
spirit of the agreement.

Yours faithfully,
Millars’ Karri & Jarrah Co. (1902),
Ltd.
per Alex. J. MeNeil.

QUESTIONS (5)—STATE BAT-
TERIES.
Engine Indicating.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Why was some officer of the
State Batteries and Machinery Depart-
ments not appointed to take the “indi-
cator cards” of the State Battery engines?
2, Who has been appointed, and on whose
recommendation? 3, What is the salary
paid and what allowanees are granted to
the said person? 4, What is the total es-
timated cost of getting the engines indi-
cated as arranged?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, No officer has been specifically
appointed to take indicator ecards of
State Battery engines, but an engineer
and engine fitter has been temporarily ap-
pointed to overhaul the mill engines. 2,
Mr. Hughes J. Carpenter, on recommen-
dation of the Metallurgist and Engineer
for State Batteries. 3, Salary, £33 6s. 8d.
per month with travelling expenses. 4,
The cost of geiting the engines indicated
is praectically =il, as it only forms am in-
finitesimal part of the officer’s duty.

Superintendent, how to be appointed.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Mines: Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to leave the choice of a person to
fill the position of Superintendent of
State Batteries entirely to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: The provisions of the Public Ser-
vice Act will be complied with in its en-
tirety.

Unit Stamp Mills.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for

Mines: Is it a fact that len onit stamp
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mills have been ordered from Thompson’s
works, Vietoria?

The MINISTER FOR MINES
plied in the negative.

re-

Pig Well Amalgum DHspute.

Mr., STUART asker the Minister for
Mines: What are the intentions of the
Mines Department with regard to the am-
algam in dispute between Messrs. Kelly
and Penny of the Gambier Lass Gold
Mine and the State Batitery at Pig Well;
and is it likely that the amalgam or any
part of it will be returned to Kelly and
Penny, who believe themselves to he the
rightful owners of it?

The MINISTER TFOR MINES re-
plied: Messrs. Kelly and Penny have re-
funded the value of the mmnalgam they
took from the Pig Well battery, and the
amount has been paid in to revenue, It
iz not the intention of the Government to
make any refund as this ‘represents the
acenmulation from all previons crushings
at this mill.

Battery Requirements, Local Manufucture.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Mines: In view of the need for encourag-
ing manufactures which will provide em-
ploviwent for ocur own skilled artisans,
will he take steps to have State Battery
requirements wmanufactured loeally, pre-
ferably at the State workshops?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: Every effort has been made to in-
duce local manufacture. When tenders
were called some time age for the con-
struction of batteries considerable finan-
cial eonsideration was given to local manun-
facturers. Shoes and dies have been made
in the Govermment Fremantle workshops,
and are now being tested, and a unit mor-
tar box recently imported has been sent
to the Fremantle shop with a view to the
mannfaecture of similar boxes locally.

QUESTION—COWS IMPORTED,
TUBERCULOSIS.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1, How
many cows have been imported by the
Government? 2, How manv have been
sold? 3, To whom were thev sold? 4,
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Were these cows tested for tubereunlosis
prior to purchase? 5, How many of the
cows purchased by the Government have
heen condemned by the Central Board of
Health? .

The PREMIER replied: 518 and 3
bulls, total 521. 2, 496. 3, A veturn
should be asked for. 4, No. 5, One.

QUESTION-—RAILWAY CARRIAGE
CONSTRUCTION.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Railways: Was a check taken to compare
relative cost of carriages recently built
by private enterprise and departmentally ¥
If s0,.will he make the result public at
an early date?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
veplied: .1, Yes. 2, The carriages being
built departmentally are not yet complete.
When they are, the vesult wilP be made
known te the House.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, WIDGEMOOLTHA.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Works: Who were the successful con-
tractors for the Coolgardie-Widgemooltha
Railway line? 2, Who signed the con-
tract on behalf of the contractors? 3,
What date was fixed by the contract for
the completion of the work? 4, Was the
work eompleted on the date specified?
If not, when was it so completed? 5, If
there was any delay was a penalty in-
flicted on the eontractors for such delay?
6, Was any extension of time granted to
the contractors? If so, what was 'the
length of fime, and why was it so
granted? :

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, The W.A. Firewood Supply,

Ltd. (W. Leslie, Seeretary). 2, W,
Leslie, Secretary. 3, 17th February,

1908. 4, No. 16th June, 1908. 5, Pen-
alty has not vet been inflicted, the final
certificate being still under consideration.
6. Yes; six weeks. The extension was
granted on the adviee of the Engineer-
in-Chief for extras ordered to the con-
traet for an alteration to location of
first mile after enntract was let. -
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QUESTION—-RAILWAY CASTINGS,
LOCAL MANUFACTURE.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What is the value of steel
castings for use on Government Railways
imported from the Eastern States during
the past three years? 2, Has a hial
manufacture of such eastings been made
at the Covernment workshops? 3, Was
sueh trial sueceessful? 4, If so, will the
Government take steps to have all future
requirements in the shape of ecastings
manufactured locally in the same manner?

The MINISTER replied: 1, The value
of steel eastings imported from the East-
ern States from st July, 1903, to 30th
June, 1908, is £4,453 11s. 2, Yes. 3,
Yes, so far as quality is concerned, bhut
the appliances at present available do not
permit of the mdnufacture at a reason-
able cost. 4, The Railway Department
has had the matter in hand for some time
—furnaces have been designed and will
in all. probability be put in this financial
year.

QUESTION—LAND AXND INCOME
- TAX.

Mr. STONE asked the Treasurer: 1,
Is the Commissioner of Taxation to eol-
leet taxes on income and land, or on the
one only? 2, Was there any nnderstand-
ing at the time of the passing of the Act
in Parliament that a tax was only to be
colleeled on the one, whichever was the
greater?

The TREASURER replied: 1, The
Taxation Aect imposes a tax on both in-
come and land.  (See Section 2 of the
Land and Income Tax Aet, 1907.) 2, The
only understanding was that comprised
in the provision contained in Section 17
of the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Act, 1907. This provision is thus ex-

plained by the Commissioner of Taxation -

in paragraph 52 of his Handhook:—

“Let us suppose that a taxpayer is
the owner ‘of land which is bring-
ing bim in -an income, and that

both the land and the ineome are )

taxable. . He will be assessed for
Land Tax on the land and he will
he assessed for Income Tax on the
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income which he has derived from
that land, but he will not be asked
for both taxes in full, for by See-
tion 17 there will be deducted
from the Ineome Tax chargeable
on his income from such land the
Land Tax which is chargeable on
the same land. For example: Tf
the T.and Tax amounts to £5 and
the Incwme Tax amounts to £7 in
respect of the portion of the in-
eomie whieh is derived froim that
_ land, he will be charged £5 Land
Tax and £2 Income Tax; but if
the Land tax on a block of land
amounts to £5 and the Tncome
Tax on the income from the same
land amounts to £3. he will be
charged £5 Land Tax and no In-
come Tax on the ineome from the
said land.” '

.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Resumptions from
Pastoral Leases under the Land Act, 1898,
Seetion 109. 2, Timber Tramway Per-
mits under the Land Aet, 1898, and
Amendment Aet, 1898. 3, Regulations
under the Land Act, 1898, and Amending
Timber cutting. 4, Notices and
By-laws under the Cemeteries Act, 1897
and 1899, 3, Regulations as to tontrol
6, Retonrn of
Registered Industrial Unions under the
Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration
Aet, 1902, 7, Report on the Fishing and
Pearlshell Industries for 1907. 8, Regu-
Tations of the Fremantle Harbour Trust.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford):
In rising to continne the debate on the
Address-in-Reply, I do so without offer-
ing any apologies. We have arrived at a
stage in this State when a section of the
people and a section of the Press would
lead us io believe that the Address-in-
Reply debate is a mere waste of time, and -
that members should not utilise the op-
portunity presented to them to eriticise
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the actions of the Government and to
voice their opinions upon what should be
done in respeet to the general develop-
ment of the affairs of the State.
up a different view, for I consider that the
debate on the Address-in-Reply should be
utilised in order that members may voice
the opinions they hold on matters affect-
ing the administration of the Government
and the general development of the State.
I suppose nv Government in Australia
have ever received more generous support
from the Press of the land than the pre-
seut Government have received from the
Press of Western Australia. Continu-
ally, day after day, the Press apologises
for the errors and mistakes of the Ad-
niinistration and eulogises any particular
piece of suecess that comes along throngh
the efforts of members of the Ministry.
Consequently, we find that whenever a

Minister goes into the country he is ae--
of the,

companied Dby representatives
Press, and a full report is given of his
doings. However, 1 desire to congratu-
late all the Ministers for the tours they
have taken through the different portions
of the State. I have always said ihat,
in a vast State of this deseription, where
the electorates are so very large, it is
utterly impossible for one member to
voice all the requirements and emphagise
the needs of that partieular portion of the
State, and to enable his distriet to receive
the encouragement ang assistance which
it deserves at the hands of the Govern-
ment. There is only one way in which
that assistance ean be obtained, and that
i= by Ministers utilising all the oppor-
tunities they have of visiting the different
portions of the State to see the develop-

ments that have arisen and to under-.

stand' the requirements. I am not one of
those who take exception to Ministers
touring the State, and I have been very
pleased to see that during recess mem-
bers of the Government have been utilis-
ing their time profitably in that diree-
tion. A matter of regret, however, is
that so, many promises have been made
by Ministers, irrespective of the denial
by the Treasurer that Ministers tonred
the country with a view to handing ouf
sups and waking promises in order to
curry favour with the electors and to gain
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their assistance at the coming eleetions.
Despite this denial, I say it is an absolute
disgrace to the Administration that so
many promises have been made on ihe
eve of general elections. Ministers must
know it is impossible for them to earry
out all the promises they have made of
assistance and for various works in the
State. While I cougratulate them on the
one band for visiting the various parts
of the State, I regret that, on the ofher

‘hand, they have so far forgotten them-

selves as to go to the extent of promising
in the way they have done. In view of
the utterances made in different papers
of the State as to the absolute waste of
time in continuing the debate oun the Ad-
dress-in-Reply, I think it is just as well
to devote some little attention to the rea-
sons which actuate the papers in trying
to influence members of the Opposition
not to take up time in discussing the
question. In trying to arrive at some
decision as to why they do this, I have
reached this conelusion, that the people
are beginning to realise, I am happy to
say, that the papers in Western Australia
are absolutely inconsistent in their atti-
tude on matters political. As a matter
of fact, we see some papers that have
changed their front in the last month or
two: but I take no heed of that class of
papers, for they change so very often that
people do noi take them seriousty. But
when we deal with the daily press, the
papers supposed to influence and voiece

_ publie opinion, we find to-day absolutely

changed opinions on natters of import-
ance in connection with politics. For in-
stance, my mind flies back to the time
I held a position as Minister of the
Crown, when it was looked upon as a
erine for any Minister to suggest that
the amonnt passed by Parliament on the
Loan or Revenue Estimates should not be
expended. I remember at that time the
Labour Government were seriously taken
to task beeanse even a suggestion of that
deseription was made; but we find to-day
the leading paper, the West Australian,
eulogising the present Administration and
actually going to the extent of saying
that the Government, in failing to spend
the money Parliament voted, deserved all
the best support of the country and were
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really by that means praetising economy.
1 was rude enough last night to interject
to the Treasurer, asking if he seriously
thought that in redocing expenditure they
were economising. I wanted his opinion
on that. 1 remember the time when it
wag eclearly peinted out to me by the
papers of this State that a reduetion of
expenditure did not necessarily mean eco-
nomy; but to-day we find the hon. gen-
tleman eclaims (hal it 15 eeonomy, and

true economy, and he is backed up by the

Government organ, the West _lustralian,
whieh asserts the same thing. Tt is now
stated that the Government deserve well
of the country hecanse they have not
spent wmoney Parliament decided should
be spent. I assert that if we, members
of this House, endorse utterances of this
sort we say we are not wanted in this
Chamber, for although we tell the Gov-
ernment to carry out certain works and
to spend certain moneys, we still at the
samg time say to them, “Use yomr own
diseretion as to whether you obey our
direetions or not.” Is this Responsible
Governnient? Have not we any voiee in
the finaneial affairs of the State; or are
we not leaving it to the Treasurer to
select from the votes we pass which he
shall veally spend? The position veally
is that when this House passes a certain
number of votes for expenditure we may
think that Neo. 1 is of the most import-
ance; the Treasurer says. “No; in my
opinion, despite the opinion of a ma-
jority of members, No. 2 is the most im-
portant and I am not going to spend
money on No, 1”"—and No. 2 is earried
out:

Hon. F. If. Piegse: What course did
you take as Minister in deeciding what
works to start first? Yon cannot do
everything at once.

Mr. JOHNSON: I made a determined
effort, and was suecessful in spending the
foll authorisation to within a few thou-
sand pounds. I admit one cannot go up
to the full authorvisation, for there is a
possibility of exeeeding it.. In compari-
son with previous and subseguent years,
the Labour Government spent right up te
the anthorisation. Responsible Govern-
ment demands that this should be done.
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The Treesurer: Would you still spend
the money it von were not getting the
revenue?

Mr. JOHNSON: The position iz this.
The Treasurer will attempt to apologise
and cover up his tracks by saying that he
did not get the revenue. Tt only strenp-
thens the argument that if he does not get
the revenue he is the one mman who has
to diseriininate and say where the money
shall be expended. Although [ will not
say that such a thing has been done, it is
possible for Ministers o exaggeraie the
importanee of works in their own parti-
cular electorates to the detriment of
works in other electorates of the State.
If we permit the system to continue of
Parliament passing funds on the distinct
understanding that Ministers can spend
them if they like, we rob owrseives of our
rights in this House and undermine Re-
sponsible Government. Consequently I
desive to say when members of this ¢oun-
try are taking up that position they not
only do an injuwry to Western Ausiralia,
but ave taking up an attitude abhsolutely
inconsistent with the attitude they took
up in  connection with the previons
Administration. Then it was a erime,
now it is a. virtue. Then it was not
gconomy, to-day it is true eeconomy. To
proceed now with matters brought for-
ward in this debate, I desire at the outset
to deal more particalarly with the finan-
eial position of the State, and the Colo-
nial Treasurer, rightly so T consider, went
back to draw comparison with the year
or almost at the fime when this State
started to retrogress. He went back to
the year 1904-5, but he should have gone
back a year farther; the year of the
James Government when Mr. Rason was
Colonial Treasurer. At that time the
James Administration started the year
19034 with a surplus of £231,000. They
finished up the year with a surplus of
£83,000, or showed a loss on the year's
operations of about £148,000. That was
the first year that we started to go baek.
Tt was the year that we wanted to realise
that owing to the operations of the Com-
monwealth and other changes in the in-
ternal affairs of the State. the position of
TWestern Amnstralia was altering. and it
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was absolutely necessary that we should
review our finaneial position, and change
our affairs so as to make them fit in with
the new aund altered conditions, After
dealing wilh that vear, I desire to follow
the Treasurer and pick up 1he affans
during what is known as the Labour
Government’s vear., He said the Labowr
Governwent showed a loss of £129,000
that vear, hut T desire lo say that this is
not a true statement of affairs because it
must be borne in mind, while it is true
that the vear starfed with a smrplus of
£83,000, that sorplns was never banded
down to the Labour Government. As a
matter of faet a deficieney was banded to
the Labour Govermment, and that was be-
canse the reiem of the James Government
ended two months after the close of the
financial year. Turing those two months
so extensive was the expenditme over
revenne received that they aetnally ab-
sorbed the £33,000 surplns, and v addi-
tion showed a deficiency of £6,000. The
position was this in July, 1904, that the
revenue received was £235956, the ex-
penditure that month was £306,657, so
there was a deficiency on that montivs
expenditure as compared with the revenue
of £70,701, '"Then in Augnst the revenne
was £279,433, and the expenditure was
£298,069, again a deficiency on that
month’s operations of £18,636, or a total
for the two wonths after the end of the
financial year of £89,337. In other words
when the Labour Government took over
the reins there was no surplus, there was
an actual defieieney of £6,000. [Mr. T.
Batk: Hear, hear.] Tt wust be remem-
bered in addition that not only had we a
deficiency of £6,000 in ounr revenue ac-
count to face but we had a deficiency of
£142,000 in onx loan account. [The Pre-
mier : Did not the same thing happen
when Mr. Rason took office?] I will deal
with that.later on. I am wow dealing
with the year 1904, and I desire to follow
the example set by the Colonial Treasurer
in dealing with the vears in votation, I
want to emphasise again we had a de-
ficlency of £6,000 on one account, and
we had a deficiency of £142,000 on an-
other aceount, and we must remember

that at that {ime the Savings Bank funds
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were utilised to a great extent by all Gov-
ernments ito assist them. The loan ex-
penditure was so low that the Labour
Government found it necessary soon after
to increase the reserve of the bank. .\t
one time the reserve was as low as l1s. ¥,
in the £, We must remember that no
government ever stepped into office wnler
worse eonditions than did the Lahbour
Government. The loan account was over-
drawn to the extent of £142,000 and vur
Savings Bank funds weve lower than they
had been for vears before. In addition,
while we had a deficiency of £6,000 ai
if.at time, we also had the James Govern-
ment advertising and ecalling for tenders
for huge works, works that the Labour
Government stopped, and I as Minister
fo. Works had wueh pleasure in stop-
ping. These were works which o this
day would not have been ecarried out.
They might have been added as burdens
to this State, for sinee that time not one
of them has heen proved to he necessaxy.
This no doubt was what induced the
leader of the Labour Government at that
time te make that now famons * mark
time”? speech. To my mind no speech
was more opportune and more necessary
when we realised the condition of affais.
[Mr. T. Bath: The Premier made a shai-
lar speech at Bunbury.] When we rea-
lise the position that the Labhour Govern-
ment at that lime had to face, can you
imaging any more conrageons or any nore
sound expression of opinion that em-
phasised the necessity for going slowly
and reviewing our position or o uge the
words of the Labonr Premier, “the neces-
sity for marking time until we could so
arrange our affeirs that we could live
inside our revenue”? It was an un-
fortunate expression, but i was his
earnest desive fo convey the true position
of the affairs to the people of the State.
It is true that his remarks were misunder-
stood. The Press tpok possession of those
words and said that “mark time” meant
stagnation, and siagnation wonld mean
ruination to Western Awustralia.  They
used those words to cover up the hon,
gentleman’s desire to express and expiain
to the people of the State exactly the
peosition of affaivs. But when we review
the speech of the Premier delivered at
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Bunbury recently, if is true that he did
not use the sume expression, but he told
the people exactly what the position of
the State wus, and he advised them to
take the course which was suggested in
the famous cxpression by the leader of
the Labour Government; advice which
had it been acted upon wonid have placed
Western Australia in a position different
from that which it oceupies to-day., We
would have overcome all our difficulties
by this, and we would not have depression
staring us in the face and unemployed
aronnd us., JInstead, it was allowed to
grow to the mwagnitude it is in’ to-day,
when it is mnch more diffienlt to deal
with. The Labour Government, as I
stated, began their revenue account with
a deficiency of £6,000, and although they
carried ont an extensive public works
policy, extensive in comparison to snbse-
quent years, and in addition paid off
Habilities that were handed down to them,
it was really not due to want of attention
on their part that they found themselves
in the position they subsequently did.
During the administration of the James
Government the Commonwealth Govern-
ment took over certain works in connee-
tion with the Savings Bank and that ac-
eount was allowed to acenmalate until it
amounied to £14,000. This was in addi-
tion to the others that the Labour Govern-
ment had to face immediately they took
office.  The Labour Government earried
out an extensive public works poliey and
finished up the year with a deficiency of
£40,000 of their own. This was from
August to the end of the year. As I have
said, £6,000 was handed down to them by
the James Government. 1f you take into
consideration the surplus that the James
Government started with, it will be seen
that the deficiency for the whole year
amounted to £120,000. The proportion
of that £129,000 for which the Labour
Government were responsible was only
£40,000. The Treasurer would lead us
to believe that the Labour Government
went hack in that year to the extent of
£129,000. The Labour Government did not
go back to that extent. They went back
to the extent of only £40,000. Tt is worth

knowing that during the time the Labour
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Government were in power they went
back £40,000, or taking into consideration
the whole time they were in office, an
amount at the rate of £5,000 per month,
whereas the James Government during
their term went back at the rate of some-
thing like £45,000 per month. Surely
this is a record that should be used to
demonstrate that the Labour Govermment
were sound in their financial administra-
tion. Let us look at the present defici-
ency. We find the deficiency to-day is
some £211,000, If we take from that
deficiency £46,000 which Mr, Rason star-
ted with when he took over the admini-
stration of affairs——

The Premier: £109,000.

Mr, JOHNSON: How does the hon,
gentleman make that out?

The Premier: By the same argument
you have nsed in conneetion with the
James Government.

Mr. JOANSON: When the hon. mem-
ber is speaking, he can use that argmment.
Since the Labour Government resigned,
the State has been geing back at the rate
of something like £55,000 per annum.
The defieiency has been leaping up, and
this despite the faet that the present Ad-
ministration went infte power with the
one fixed determnination of straightening
up the finances.

Mr, Bath: And to wipe out the deficit.

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes. We know that
Mr. Rason said he was the one man who
could do this. He said that confidence
could be restored and there would be in-
creased prosperity generally in this State,
and without farther taxation he was
going to right the finances and wipe ount
the deficieney. We have only to take the
position fo-day. We have to take the
positien to-day and find ouil how the
people were misled on that occasion, and
we see that irstead of making the posi-
tion better it has been made considerably
worse. In faet it has been worse ever
since the resignation of the Labour Gov-
ernment than it was during their term of
office, althongh the Colonial Treasurer to-
day and the then member for Sussex was
sitting in  vpposition. Mr. Rason, now
Agent Generzl, pointed out that it was
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due to the Lzbour Government, and the
Labour Government only, that the affairs
of this State were in the position they
were then in, and it was on that account
that the deficiency was wounting up.
All the blame was put on the Admini-
stration of that day, and they claimed
‘that they could put it right; but 1 regret
very much to have to say that, instead,
they have been making the position eon-
siderably worse; and T defy the Treasurer
to explain it away in any other way than
that it is want of administrative eapacity
on the part of the present Administration,
But the Treasurer proceeded to point out
that it must also be borne in mind that
the Labour Government received more
revenue than the present Administration.
He said that we received £238,000
revenue over and above the revenue
of the present year, and that we
had less interest and sinking fund
to pay to the . extent of £144,000,
making a total advantage the Labour Gov-
ernment had over the present Government
of £382,000. Here it is interesting to re-
view the position. If we had less interest
and sinking fund to pay then it follows
that the present Treasurer is paying more.
‘Why is he paying more? Because he has
borrowed money since the time of the
Labour Government. He has increased
the interest and sinking fund, but our
revenue. has not inereased. Is that net
an absolutely convineing argument against
the assertion of the present Government
that they have spent their loan funds on
reproductive works? If the floating of a
loan be justified and if the money floated
be spent wisely and judiciously, would
not our revenne show an increase. and
should oot the condition of affairs in the
Stafe improve? But we find that while
the present Government have borrowed
more money. and while they are spending
£144.000 more on interest and sinking
fund this year as compared with 1904-5,
the revenue is less, that is despite the in-
ereased loan expenditure, and nnemploy-
ment in the State is more pronounced to-
day, and we find more bankrupteies to-

day than we have ever had in the history -

of the State; also we find that the charity
vote is increasing hy leaps and bounds,
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Hon. F. H. Piesse: The bankrupleies
are attributable to over-trading in the
State.

Mr. JOHNSON: The fact remains
that they are on the increase. If the
State were prosperous there would net
be the need for the protection of the
Bankruptey Court that we have to-day.
The lion. member raust realise that with
prosperity there are few bankrupteies,
but witl depression bankrupteies must
follow. .

Hon. F. H. Piesse: The position is that
when yon have ten times the number of
traders trying to do the business for a
slightly increased population, some must
go under. :

Mr. JOHNSON: As a matter of fact,
it is not due to any competition; the posi-
tion is due to the depressed state of Wes-
tern Australia. But supposing we get
away from that and look at the labour
market, we find that it is in a worse state
to-day than it has ever been in before.
We find men walking about—— [Inierjec-
tion by Mr. Foulkes]—we found only
lately in a country district where a man
tramped for weeks secking employment,
until he beeame footsore and depressed,
and committed snicide.

The Premier: We looked for 30 men
for a week and eould not get them.

Mr. JOHNSON: I remember that last
session” the 1Premier said the Government
wanted men and could not get them, but I
venture to assert that he got them soon
after he made that announcement, I will
not send men to him to work for 7s, a
day, because T do not think a man ean
live on that; but if the Premier
wants men, T guarantee to send him
them for 8s. a day.

The Premier: Send them for Ss. a
day as axemen. If they are no good,
they will not be kept. '

Mr. JOHNSON: T suppose the hon.
member wants them for Kurrawang. I
am not taking on that task. .

The Premier: 1 want them for Den-
mark.

My, JOHNSON: If the hon. member
wants men for Denmark clearing at S8s.
a day, T gmarantee to get him the men.
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Mr. Foulkes: Last week there was an
advertisement, wanting men for railway
construetion work near Donnybrook.

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes; eontract work,
I suppose.

Mr. Foulkes: No. The Public Works
Department pat in the advertisement,

Mr, JOHNSON: It is no use hon. mem-
bers getting up and stating that though
thex are preparved to pay a living wage
they cannol get men. I know men in my
own electorate living elose to my home
who need work and arve willing workers,
and who will go anywhere if they cau
get it. That is why I am so emphatic in
saying I will get the 30 men the Premier
requires for clearing work in the Den-
mark distriet. That is the position. The
Premier will pay 8s. and T am going to
et men for him.

The Premier : Men who
We do not want dummies.

Mr. JOHNSON:

will work.

In reviewing this
most interesting position, that the in-
eveased loan  expendituve and sinking
fund have not inereased our revenue, as
a matter of fact that the revenue has de-
ereased, and that in addition unemploy-
ment has increased in the State, it goes
to prove the arguments brought against
the present Adwministration that they are
not wise in their selection of works to be
eartied on out of loan funds. The con-
tention is absolutely sound, when we say
that if loan money were wisely expended
there would be more prosperity in the
Sate, and the condition of Western Aus-
tralia would not be that of having a de-
clining vevenne, but rather that of having
an inereasing revenue. 1 wish to explain
the argnment raised by ihe Treasurer that
the Labour Government had an advantage
of £382,000, a= compared with the present
Administration. T lhave ecavefully ve-
viewed the expenditure of the Labour
Government’s year, and compared it with
the expenditure at present; and T have
taken the items I could trace distinetly—
there are many items on the Estimates I
defv any member to trace accurately—
and T find that the Labour Government
spent £404.000 from revenue on works
that the present Government have been
carryine on out of loan funds. In other
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words, although the Labour Government
received £332,000 more revenue, we spent
from revenue on unproductive publie
works £404,000 more than the present
Government are doing, Does that not go
to show that while we had more revenue,
it was used more wisely than is the ex-
pentditure of the present Government?
Tt is true that our position was £382,000
betier, but is it not worth pointing out
that we spent £404,000 on publie works
that the present Government are carrying
out from loan funds? For instance there
is a point here worth noting, and one that
gave me some litile amusement at the
time, thongl I happened to be out of the
House when it eame prominently before
my notice. When the Labour Govern-
ment were in office the then Leader of the
Opposition  eondemned the Labonr Ad-
ministration so far as the finaneial posi-
tion was econeerned and the administrative
capacity of the Labour Government, for
allowing the deficit to increase; but that
deficit was inereasing because we were
carrying out works from revenne that the
kon. member, when he himself became
Treasurer, after the Labour Government,
did out of loan funds. As a matter of
fact, in June we were condenned for the
state of our finances, while in Augunst, or
a little later, the gentleman who eon-
demned ns went into power and carried
these self-same works ont with loan funds;
but in addition he transferred back to
revenue the amount already spent from
the beginning of June, when he was not
in office, and replaced it by expending the
monev from loan funds. I refer to the
Asylum and the Old Men’s Depdt and
other works. That gentleman paid it out
of loan funds, and consequently increased
his tevenue aceount. On the one hand he
condemned us and then he transferred
the expenditure to loan and increased his
revenue, and was immediately eulogised
for straightening up the finances. I said
at the time in an interview that this
meihod of finaneing was the most cow-
ardly that eould be resorted to, that trans-
ferring from revenne acconnt to loan ac-
eount was absolutely unsound. T was
taken to task by the West Australion for
using the term. but T said it was the most
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eowardly system that could be resorted to.
However, this systemn bas grown and
grown, and to-day we find the present
Government not only eontinuing the
Asylum out of loan funds, a work that
wag eommenced by the Labour Govern-
ment out of revenue, hut building schools
and roads and bridges out of loan funds.
The system is allowed to increase, until
to-day it is absolutely alarming to find
the large amount of works earried on out
of the loan funds, works that are not re-
productive in any sense of the word.
It wili eventnally land us in a sericus con-
dition. How can we expeet to pay inter-
est and sinking fund on loan funds spent
on unprodoctive works?  Qur sinking
fund is leaping up year after year until
it will absolutely absorb ounr internal
revertne. but members sit silently by and
allow the Government to carry out this
unsound policy of building unproductive
works outewf loan funds, No doubt I will
be taken fo task. Tt will be said “What
did the Labour Government doin connec-
tion with the rabbit-proof fence 1 This
is always trotted out. T remeinber trying
to defend myself at Kalgoorlie when the
Atturuey Geuveral took it az one of his
prineipal arguments against my being
retnined as member for Kalgoorlie, that
I had agreed to the construetion of the
rabhit-proof fence from loan funds. As
n matter of faet, the amount spent by the
Labour Government from loan funds is
small eompared with the amount that has
heen and is being spent by the present
Government out of lean funds for exaetly
the same purpose. But why were the
Labour Goverument foveed to earry out
this work from loan funds ¢ We need to
review the position of the vabbit-proof
fence when the Labour Government took
office. to clearly understand the true posi-
tion. If the hon. members will earry their
minds back they will remember that the
James Government through the Lands
Department, Mr. Hopking being then
Minister for Lands, started to construet
the rabbit-proof fence, hut they were so
slow over it, they dilly-dallied about it to
such an extent, so bad was their adminis-
tration in that partieular work, and in a

large number of other works they tried to
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carry ouat, that the fence had ounly pro-
gressed at the rate of 180 miles for the

12 months. So stow  were they
that it was found that after the
fence had been constructed for a

certain distance the rabbits had got inside.
Progress had been so slow that rabbits
bad got round that fence, and they were
fencing the rabbits in instead of fencing
the rabbits out. The James Government
were faced with the position that they
had to start another fence, which is known
as No. 2 fenee. This had just been
started when the Labour Government took
office, and we were faced with the posi-
tion that a number of rabbits had been
fenced inside the agricultural area, and
the only way to protect the agrieultural
distriets from these pests was to continue
the No. 2 fence. We could not eontinue
the No. 2 fence at any great speed from
revetine becanse we had a deficiency in
our revenue account, and we decided to
carry out the work from loan a¢count. So
enthusiastically did the Labour Govern-
ment enter into the work that it went
ahead at the rate of 65 miles a wmonth,
The previons Administration had carried
out the work at the rate of 180 miles a
year, while the Labour Government ear-
ried it out at the rate of 65 miles per
month. The cost under the James Gov-
erpment and the Lands Department was
£127 & wile, while under the Labour Gov-
ernment and the day labour system the
cost was £118 a mile. At that time there
was a great deal of criticism levelled
against the James Government for their
want of attention, and their want of cap-
acity in connection with the administra-
tion of this work. Members who were
in the House at that time will remember
the arguments and eriticisms which were
levelled by Mr. White; and members will
remember the reception which Mr. White
pot at the bands of the big man
from Boulder City. He ridiculed Mr.
White, and said he would show Mr. White
how he had dared to eriticise the ad-
winistration, and the result was that Mr.
White was dismissed. But we know now’
from subsequent events that Mr. White
was only too correet in his charges. For
making those charges, instead of being
condemned ar he wag, he shonid have
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received the congratulations of the people
of the State, because he drew attention to
the want of eapacity on the part of the
Government, the slowness with which they
were going on with the work, and thereby
public attention was concentrated on the
fence, and the result was that the work
went ahead at a much greater speed.

My, Foulkes: You forget that you
helped to keep that Government in effice.

Mr. JOHENSON: I am not here to
apologise for that Government.
bere to explain to the people of the State
the true position, becanse this rabbit-proof
ery is always raised against the Labour
Government. If the James Government
had carried out their work faithfully and
well there would have been no need for
No. 2 fenee at all; and if there had been
no need for No. 2 fence there would have
been no need for expenditure from lean.
As far as the Labour Government were
concerned in regavd to that work, we were
compelled, owing to the magnitude of the
work, to spend mwoney from loan funds,
and there is no veason why the Govern-
ment should take that as a precedent, and-
say that because the Labour Government
did so and so we will do this; that be-
canse the Labour Government spent loan
money on the rabbit-proof fence we will
spend it on asylums, roads, and bridges,
and on other works. There 18 no room

for the present Government to apologise .

for their own misdeeds by saying that the
Labour Government did so and so. Have
we arrived at a condition of affairs in this
State that all that we ask from one Ad-
ministration is to do a little bit better
than the previous Administration? for
we find to-day the only apology we re-
ceive from Ministers is, “It is wrong, but
you did it.” That is no explanation what-
ever. When new administrators go into
power we do not ask them to be guided
in their efforts by what previous Admin-
istrations have done, we ask them to go
one hetter, and not say, “A= leng as we
do a little better than our predecessors we
are worthy of the thanks of the people of
- the State” T am tired of the cry that
the Labour Government did it. If ‘the
Labour Government did wrong there is no
reason: why these Ministers should do
wrong also, but they should try to profit
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by the mistakes of their predecessors, and
if I am a member of a Government again
I shall not only try to do a little better
than my predecessors, but I shall try to
profit by the mistakes of previous
Ministers. I am tired of this state of
aftairs, because we should not judge the
present Administration by the efforts of a
previons Adwministration, bat by their
promises to the electors and the actual
carrying out of those promises. IA re-
ferring to the increase of revenue ex-
pended by the Labour Government I
stated that we expendei £404,000 more
on works such as are now being ecar-
ried out by the present Administration
from loan. Included in the £404,000 1s
£79,000 spent by the (Government in con-
nection with improving the permanent
way, or rather in the general expendi-
fure on the railways. Members will beax
in wiid that during the term of the
Labour Government a large expenditure
was carried out in improving the per-
manent way. Members will remember
the amount of argument and the ques-
tions which were asked in connection with
the blue metal ballasting, and the large
amount of handling the Labour Govern-
ment were exposed to. In the Statistical
Abstract we find a special reference is
miade to the fact that the Labour Govern-
ment in the vear 19043 ‘ncurwed expen-
dilure in connection with the railways
that had in previous vears heen carried
out and charged up te loan. Tt is worthy
of note that had we charged up to loan
this work, as the present Government
have done. that £79,000 from loan, we
would not have had a deficiency of
£40.000, but a surplus of some £30.000.
But we carried out the work to a very
larpe extent from revenue, and so pro-
nouneed was our expenditure from re-
venue on the railways that there is a
special reference made by the Auditor
General in regard to the figures printed
in the Statistical Abstract. L am em-
phasising this point because the Labour
Government did not make a great out-
ery ahout it. Tt is worth while, in view
of the present position of affairs, to em-
nhasise the fact that if we adopted the
tacties of ihe present Government and
carried on the work out of lean instead

1
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of revenue, we would have had a surplus
at the end of the year instead of a de-
ficiency. I emphasise these figures to
point out that the Labour Government
did great and extensive work in improv-
ing the permanent way of the State ;
and what is the result ¥ The good work
done by the Labour Government at that
time is enabling the present Adminis-
tration to reap a reward. We find all
the economies effected in the working of

the railways have been done at the ex-

pense of the permanent way. Why is it
made possible ¥ Because the Labour Go-
vernment brought the permanent way up
to such a standard that Government now
can continue their railway service at less
expense in regard to the permanent way.
While in the past 10 to 13 gangs were
required to maintain proper efficiency in
the permanent way, to-day we find three
or four, and in many places gangs have
been swept out of existence, and flying
gangs are going about the country attend-
ing to the permanenti way. The main
portien of the economy effecied has been
between Fremantle and Midland June-
tinn, where most of the expenditure was
inecurred by the Labour Government in
bringing the permanent way up to such
a high standard. [Interjection by Hon.
F. H. Piesse.] In veply to the member
for Katanning, I do not like to give my
candid opinion as to the action of the
Government in  maintaining the per-
manent way outside the Metropolitan
area, The fying gangs are not keeping
the permanent way up to the proper
standard, and a time wmay ecome when
some great ecalammity may ocenr. I meet
men day afler day in my constituency,
aud they tell me that if more attention
s not given to the permanent way in the
country districts, a great ealamity will
veear some day. I trust the Minister for
Ratlways will give more attention to this
matter than is being given at the present
time. The Government have economised
largely through the efforts of the Labour
Government in bringing up the standard
of the permanent way. Then, there has
been eurtailment in regard to the clean-
ing of locomotives and the rolling stock.
It is questionable whether that is true
economy. 1t is questionable whether our
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locomotives receive that aitention which
they really require in order to go long
journeys and do their work effectually.
We find the examination’ of our reolling
stock is redueed to a low minimum. As
a matter of fact, I am certain it is not
recetving thai attention it requires. We
find trains going out without being pro-
perly iospected. Trains go out from
Midland Junction to-day that do not re
ceive the examination they require before
going over those high grades around Swan
View. It is utterly iippossible to give
them that examination under the present
state of affairs. It is true we have an
exaniner on duty ; one man looking after
the trains going oul ; one man to look
after three or four trains going out on
top of one another,-and it is impossible
for one man to examine the brakes in
conneetion with every frmek or wagon
on those trains. Eventually we shall find
there will be a calamity, or there will be
a break in connection with the coup-
lings, and goodness knows what the
smash will cost this State. It is true the
Government can show they have reduced
the expenditure and saved money in
connection with the working railways, but
I question if this economy will not eventu-
ally cost this country considerably more
than the saving they have effected.
In addition to this T claim that an attack
has been made on the wages of the lower
paid men in the railway system. The
Minister for Railways and the Premier
bave denied the accusation made by the
Leader of the Oppasition that we have
sweating to-day in connection with ihe
vailway system. I challenge contradie-
tion when I say that the present Gov-
ernment are sweating railway employees.
Men are dismissed from work which they
have been earrying out for the past seven
or eight years, receiving 8z, or 9s. a day;
they are told to stand down for a fori-
night, then they are told that they ean
ecome on again at 7s. a day to do pre-
cisely the same work as they were doing
previously. The Government who will
do that are guilty of the most despicable
tacties that can be resorted to. The Gov-
ernment have done that, and I defy con-
tradiction.
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The Minister for Railways : I wish
you would give me some instances instead
of making a statement. (five me some in-
stance, either in confidence or publicly.

Mr. JOHNSON : I ask the Minister
for Railways, if I give him names of in-
dividnals who have been served like that,
will he promise me they will not be vie-
timised for giving me their names, and
that they will he plaeced on the wages
which they had previously received if
they are doing the same work

The Minister for Railways: Doing the
same work, most decidedly.

Mr. JOHNSON: That is all right. 'I
have four or five worker’'s with large
families in wy electorate struggling on
7s. & day, which shows that the Minister
and the Premier have heen misled by the
deparimental officers, and if shows that
the Minister did not really understand the
position. When the Leader of the Op-
position made this charge against the
Government, it was denied by both Min-
isters ; and yet T know a man who is
living in my electorate and near me, who
told me that his position was so and so
in the service, that he was retrenched,
and that now he was doing the same work,
having heen put on again at 7s. a day,
which was less than the sum he previously
received. Possibly if he had raised an
objection to this, he might find he wounld
not reeeive even the 7s. a day, but would
be put out of the department. Now,
however, that this man has the protection
of the Minister, I will bring not only his
case but that of several others before the
(tovernment, so that the men will be able
to be reinstated at their old wage.
~ The Minister: Do you refer to a case
where a man, after having been an
engine-driver and being retrenched, has
been taken on again ae a fireman? In
snch & caze of comrse he would not get
his old wage as an engine-driver,

Mr. JOHNSON: No. With regard to
sweating among the engine-drivers, I will
leave that to the member for North Flre-
mantle, who will bring the matter up. I
am referring at this stage to the men in
the locomotive departinent, and will bring
their case under the notice of the Minis-
ter. There is another matter I desive to
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refer to aud one I would like an assur-
ance from the Minister upon, and that is
whether a proper retiving allowance
should not be made to those old servants
of Lhe railways who have been retired.
All asked is that these officials should re-
ceive the same rebiring allowance as is
received by oflicers in other departments.
I will wnot labour this matter, for the
Minister kuows what 1 am talking about,
but I wish to refer to it briefly. There
is a case of a man who has served 15 ov
20 years and is then retired from the ser-

vice. No retiving allowanee is paid to
him. Cerlainly it is not compulsory for

the Government to pay him a retiring al-
lowanee, but this system has heen fol-
lowed loyally by every Government that
has vet held office, the enstom being that
nfter service for a eertain number of
years, the retived official should receive
ant allowance. The Attorney General ouni-
Jined what had been done by the James
(fovernmenl in this respect when refer-
ence was made by the member for Kan-
owna in the Honse to the ease of Dr.
Swith. The Minister thenr said he would
follow the precedent whieh had been
established, which was that any man whe
had served for 15 years should receive
14 days’ salary for every year of service,
while a wan who had served for over 15
years should receive on retiring one
month’s salary for every year. The At-
torney General then said the Government
intended to adopt that system throughout
the service, but it has not been applied
to the railway offieials. While T admit
that the services of some of the officers of
the department should he dispensed with,
I maintain ii is absolutely unfair for the
Government to deny them the right they
assume they have, and whieh this House
thought they had. of receiving a retiring
allowance. Is the Minister prepared te
give consideration to requests from these
men ? There are not many of them.
There is one in my electorate who feels
he has a distinet grievance against the
Governnient in  this respect. He has
written to numerous public men, includ-
ing Sir Jolm Forrest, who has informed
him he could not believe the present Gox-

ernment would refnse to grant Lhim the
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retiring allowance asked for. T have
written repealedly to the Minister on
this subject, but have not vet received a
favourable reply. I hope the Ministe:
will see that justite is done to Lhis man,
who has given 20 of the best vears of his
life o the service of the department.

The Minister for Railways: 1 eannot
recommend a pension.

Mr., JOHNSON: 1 said 1 did not
apply for a pension. All I wanted was
one month’s salary for every year of ser-
viee. Tt is true this gentleman stated he
was entitled to a pension, but I disabused
his mind of that idea, telling him he was
not entitled to one. I said I would not
support that claim, but that he was en-
titled to one montl’s salary for every
year of service, I am sutisfied that offi-
cer will be quite content with such a re-
tiring allowance, aud if he receives it will
realise that the Government has done him
justice. . .

Fhe Minister: Did you mention Dr.
Smith’s case to me?

Mr. JOHNSON: I referred to the
speech made by the Attorney General on
the question. 1 have now done with the
financial position. The Government have
departed from the main plank of their
platform at the last general election,
when they said they would right the
finances. They are now frying to cover
that up, to get away from it, and to re-
tain the favour of the electors by saying
that their one great plank, their chief
policy, is to develop the country. They
say they will carry out a huge system of
railways, build i different portions of
the State numbers of miles of agrienl-
tural railways, and they would lead the
people io believe, if they conld, that they
were the initiators of this system of spur
lines of railwvay. What is the true posi-
ton? It is that the proposal for the con-
struction of agrieultural spur lines was
first prominently brought before the State
by the Lahonr (tovermment, who in their
policy stated their vne objeet was to oive
the producers a hetter opportunity of
placing their produce on the markets of
the metropolitan area. With this object
fhey were zoing to build light agricul-
tural railwayvs. They went to the Engin-
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eer-in-Chief and asked him to go into the
best means of cheaply eonsteneting agn-
caltural lines, and they appointed a
Roval Commission whose definite instrue-
tions were 1o oufline to the Government
the best means of increasing land setile-
ment, and to pay particular altention to
the best wethiods of opening np the axvi-
cultural areas. In presenting their report
to Parliament the Commission devoted
their principal attention to the question
of the construetion of agricultural spur
lines. They published a map showing the
different portions of the Siate where sueh
lines should be run. Figures were given
by the Engineer-in-Chief and other ex-
perts from the Public Works Depart-
ment to show exaetly how cheaply the
lines could be eonstrueted. [Fhe Ainister
far Works: Whal did they eut the eost
of ihe lines down to 7] I eammot remem-
ber the figures, but praetically to what
the cost is now. Shortly after the pre-
sentation of the repori, tenders were
called for the construetion of certain
agricultural lines, and the tender of the
Works Depariment was the lowest. As
a maller of fact the work was earried out
more cheaply than the amount submitted
in the tender, and since then the lines
have alt been constrocted at the same
price vriginally outlined by the officers
of the department to that Commission
appointed by - the Labour Government..
Nat anly did the Tabour Governnent get
the Works Department to pay special at-
tention to the construction of these lines
and appointed a Commission to go iuto
the question as to where the lines shounld
be eonstrueted, but they actually bor-
rowed the monev on the London market
with which to construct the new lines.
When the Labhour Govermment went out
of office, instead of leaving behind them
a deficiency in the Loan account as wgs
received hy them as a legacy from their
predecessors, they left behind them one
million of money for the Rason Govern-
ment to spend on these agricultural lines,
and vet we are told to-day that the pre-
sent Government initiated the system and

deserve well at the hands of the State
because of their administration in this
direction. As a matter of faet the pre-
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sent Government simply carried on the
policy of their predecessors, who not only
outlined the policy but left money with
which to carry on the work. [Hon. F. H.
Piesse: We give vou eredit for good in-
tentions.] L am thankful for that. Tt is
enconraging for me to know that I have
made one convert who is prepared to ad-
mit the Labour Government had a great
deal to do with the intreduction of this
very sound policy of construeting agri-
enltural lines. The Labonr Qovernment
also proposed to introduce a board, free
from polities altogether, to determine
where those lines should go, and it is a
pity the present Government did not copy
that portion of their policy. I am sorry
to say a nuinber of lines have been buit,
and are proposed to be buil, from poli-
tical considerations instead of solely in
the best interests of the State. 1 fear the
systemt  will continue, unless we get a
board of experts appointed who will be
free from all political considerations and
will have the one object in view, the ob-
Jject which we should all have, of what
is best for Western Australia. We have
had poiitical lines constrncted, we are
having lines construeted now, more from
polilical sipnificanee than from any other
consideration. This is undesirable, for
it will fand us in a very awkward finan-
cial position in the near future. We
know from the expertence of Vietoria
and other Eastern States what these poli-
tical lines meant there. They will have
the same influence here, and there is
only one safeguard to adopt for the pro-
tection of the State, and that is to hand
the matter over to a board of competent
experts who are free from polities alto-
gether and who should report to the
House as to where the lines shonld be
eomstructed.  [Mr. Ewing: Can you
pame vne political line?] 1 eounld name
two or three. T am of the opinion that
most of the lines are influenced by poli-
tical considerations. You can take them
all. T have not the lines by heart, but
¥you can say that polities have had a big
influence in getting them eonstrucied.
There is one other matter I desire to re-
fer to, and that is our water supply. I
consider the position, especially with re-
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gard to the goldfields water sapply, must
be giving the Minister some very serious
conecern. I follow the administration of
that department very closely, and when-
ever there are reports in the papers T
perose them with great care. I was very
sorry to read a report recently as to the
operations of the goldfields water supply
during the last financial year. The posi-
tion is this. We find the total revenue
for last year was £172,650, while the
working expenses had inereased by
£10,000, making the total for the year
£74,883. This inevease, I understand, is
due {0 more attention being necessary to
the main, and to an inerease in the pump-
ing cost. The gross surplus for the year
was £97,667. If we allow interest and
sinking fund on the debentures, that is
on the capital borrowed from the Savings
Bank for reticulation purposes, to the ex-
tent of £17,000, we leave the sum of
£80,000 to be handed over to pay off the
£91,700 for interest and £80,000 for
sinking fund. In other words, we have
enough handed over to pay the sinking
fund, while the interest, amounting to
£01,700, must be met from revenue. This
is an alarming position. It is worse than
it has been for some ysars. In turning
round to look for a reason, one finds
there is only one thing that causes this
state af affairs. I am not here to cast
refleciions on the Ministry or the admin-
istrative staff, for I have absolute confi-
dence in the staff managing the goldfields
water supply, but the cause of the trouble
is thai the main is corroding up to a very
large and alarming extent. We are ar-
riving at this stage that we will shortly
have fo puf in inereased punps to get the
water through the mains. We must have
reserve Yeservoirs to store the water in
caze fthe pipes burst. Ii is really an
alarmming position, and I want the Minis-
fer to look into it seriously, because we
eannot go on like this.. We want the
Minister espeeially to review the position
of this goldfields water supply and in
addition to outline the policy of the Gov-
ermment in connection with the metro-
politan water supply.

Hon. F. H. Piesse :
growth in the pipes?

There is a fungus
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The Minister for Works :
great deal of pitting going on.

My. JOHNSON : I thiok it is corro-
sion eating away the pipes. It seems
ag if it is the action of the sand in por-
tions of the pipes, eating through them.
It is so bad in places that pipes bave had
to be taken right ont, and I think it is
time that hon. members had the whole
position placed before them. We have to
hear in mind that we have to supply more
money from revenue to make up the de-
ficlency in connection with the goldfields
water supply. This year we have. to
spend £91,000 ; last year we had £80,000
to spend. I only outline these facts be-
cause we are arriving at a stage when, as
I have said, we may have to put in ad-
ditional pumps because of the ecrrosion
that is taking place in the pipes. The
present pumps simply cannot force the
water through the distance.

Hon. F. H. Piesse © 1t must be cansed
by a elosing up from some sort of fungus.

Mr. JOHNSON : T am not an en-
gineer ; I cannot tell yon. Perhaps there
is a growth or something like that.

The Minister for Works: 1t is the

formation of nodules inside that is eaus-.

ing the friction.

Mr. JOHNSON : Yes; there is a
formation of some deseription, and the
position is that we must inerease our
pumping or we may have to instal extra
pumps through the pipes corroding in
this manner. I am of the opinion that
we will soon have to construct a new dam
on the goldfields, in order to have a
greater reserve there. 1 only emphasise
this point to demonstrate how unwise it
is for the present Adwministration te go
outside Mundaring for water te supply
the metropolitan area. The consumption
of water on the goldfields is decreasing.
Although we have extended our mains
throngh tbe agricultural areas, the con-
sumption has nol at all increased ; and
while we have increased eonsumption at
Beverley, York, Northam, etcetera, that
Increase is being diseounted by the de-
crease on the goldfields area. If our gold-
fields consumption is decreasing, we have
a greater amount of water stored at Mun-
daring ready.to supply the metropolitan
area. I bring this matter forward be-
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cause 1 would like to have a definite an-
nouncement from the Government as to
whether they intend incurring any fur-
ther expenditure in connection with the
proposed Caunning scheme. I am satis-
fied that the whole of the metropolitan
area can be supplied from Mundaring, al-
though I was of a different opinion when
1 was Minister for Works. I was then
fairly well determined to bring water to
Perth, but the veports of the engineers
were so strong against me I felt T would
not be able to justify my action to this
House. I was compelled against my will
te limit the proposal to supplying only
Midland  Junction and Guildford. I
find to-day that I was right and the en-
gineers were wrong. There is plenty of
water at Mundaring, sufficient to supply -
the whole of the metropolitan arvea. That
being so, and realising again that the con-
sumption on the goldficlds is decreasing,
it wonld be an absolutely suicidal policy
to meur further expendifure in connec-
nection with Canning. That is all I have
to say in connection with this Address-in-
Reply. There ave other matters I would
like to refer to, but there are other
speakers also who intend to deal with
thein. I would like to refer to the utter-
ances of the Treasurer in eonnection with
the timber combine and the action of
members on the other side of the House.
The member for Murchison (Mr. Hol-
man), however, is in a better position
than I am to rveply to those arguments
and aceusations that were made against
members on this side of the House, and 1
will leave it to him. Much could be said -
in connection with the administration of
the Mines Department, more especiaily
the administration of the State batteries
branch. I get some little pleasure from
the fact thdat I find the Minister now
—although he condemned me while I was
Minister for proposing certain alteratious
in the "administration of the State bat-
teries—I find that only recently he de-
cided te turn round and adopt the pro-
posal that T then submitted, and which at
that time he condemned me for submit-
ting. T know there are goldfields members
who desire to pay special attention to this
question, and I will leave it for them. T
am here to say that I rose mainly to de-
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fend the accusations made against the
Labour Government. I know it is the
intention of the present Government to
gu to the conntry and compare their work
with that of the Labour Government.
They will do that, and their speeches
will be reported fully in the press. Our
speeches are ouly reported in “ Hansard.”
We cannot always get our speeches re-
ported in the newspapers as the Gov-
ernment do. Menibers on this side of the
House are always at a disadvantage;
consequently, we are doing our best to
make our utierances knewn through the
only ehannel that we have. The Govern-
ment of the day always has this distinet
advantage. The ordinary wember ean-
not get his remarks reported as a Minister
can. bevause the same importance is not
alwaye attached to them. Conseyuently,
when a AMlinister makes a speeeh, his ut-
terances are fully reported irrespective
of whether he is criticising any previous
Administration ov not. This is the only
opportunity we have of eriticising fhe
tovernment and showing where they have
done wrong : aul as far as T am con-
cerned. [ shall always be prepared to
do this when I think wrong has heen
done, and I shall be prepared te
give credit whenever 1 think it is due.
The only eredit T can give them is for
having gone over a greal portion of this
State and endeavoured fo realise its mag-
nitnde. T am satisfied, however, that they
have not done anything to make Western
Aunsiralian any brighter and more pros-
perous.  They promised, but they have
© failed. We ean now safely leave them in
the hands of the people. The people will
want from them an account of their
stewardship. will expect them to outline
the results of what they propounded st
the last eleetions, and the resmlts of the
promises that they gave, and which they
declared would put Western Australia
in a sounder position and make this State
much brighter and better than they found
it in.

At 6.10 the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30. Chair resnmed.

Mr. P. STONE (Greenough} : In
somwon with other members, I wish to
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say a few words on the Address-in-Reply.
There seems to Dbe -little business laid
dawn and intended to be put through this
session. This is the fifth session of the
present Parliament, and though up to the
present we have had a lot of debate, I do
not think we bave done mueh work ; and

" Parliament is now ealled together mostly,

I think, to pass the Estimates and not
take on much new work. However, there
are several things in the Premier’s poliey
speech and in the Governor's Speech I
would like to comment on. First, I would
liké€ to say a few words in connection with
the cold-storage system the Government
propose to introduee.  This has been
much debated and some are averse to it,
but 1 think that if the system is intro-
duced in some of the prineipal centres
it will be the means of reducing the price
of meat, which is now at such a price
that poor people ean hardly supply their
families with the quantity that may be re-
quired. If we had a cald-storage system
in the State a great guantity of the stock
that now goes to loss might be turned
to eommereial value and be of benefit to
the consnmers of the State and also to
the stoek-holders. The life of a sheep is
very little over six years, and abont
twenty per cent. of the sheep die in the
bush, a percentage that might to a great
extent be utilised if we had a system of
cold storage, while meat might be sold
at a cheaper price if sheep counld be
killed when in the best condition, as they
are at a portion of the year. In this coun-
try we cannot hold stock in good eon-
dition except for a few months of the
vear ; and during these few months they
are always fit for killing, whereas if they
are kept till later, particularly in the case
of ewes, they fall away and before the
following green comes in a great many of
them die. T think this loss couild be
stopped if we had the cold-storage sys-
tem in the prineipal centres connected
with the railways. Last year with the
member for East Fremantle (Mr, Ang-
win) T advoeated the making of agrieul-
tural machinery in the State by the Gorv-
ernment. Most of the machinery the ag-
tienltural commonity use in Western Aus-
tralia is made ih America and is bronght
to the other States and transhipped fto
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this State. The profit the middlemen get
out of this machinery is more than rea-
sonable. Machinery that can be bought
for £18 or £20 in America costs about
£60 landed here, because the agenis’
charges, the middlemen’s profits and the
duties hring up the price pretty well
to that amount. I have had a little to do
with machinery, and that has been my ex-
perience. We have large workshops at
Midland Junetion with a large staff, and
the works are well equipped with machi-
nery, so that I think a branch of this
machinery mannfacture might be earried
on in the establishment. I am not an
advacate for private enterprise. Private
enterprise has not taken up this matter,
but I would like to see the Government
follow this up and make our agrieul-
tural machinery 'in the State so that the
money for this machinery, whieh is now
spent among the mechanies of America,
might be kept in our State. I think it
would lead to a better supply of mach-
inery and to the better development of
our agricultural interests. [Mr. Collier :
Why you are a sociabist'!] In some
things, yes. Private enterprise bas noi
taken this up. As soon as the State
takes it on, private enterprise will get
jealous and come to terms and supply
the public at a satisfactory price. For
some time back the Government have
considered the desivability of placing a
steamer on the North-West trade to bring
down the freights and fares on that part
of the coast to what would be a reason-
able basis. We have a splendid service
of steamers on the North-West coast
trading from Fremantle to Singapore ;
the vessels are well equipped and are a
most ereditable class of steamers, hut the
prices they charge for conveying produce
and merchandise on the North-West coast
arve higher than those charged in any
other part so far as I can ascertain. We
have to look to the North-West for an
outlet for a great deal of our farmers'
produce, but the freight charges en the
commodities are double what they should
be. If we had reasonable fares and
freights on the steamers irading along
trat part of the coast, the development
of that portion of the State would go

on a great deal faster, and it would he
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hetter all round. If the Govermuent
were to charter a steamer for that trade,
just as a private person would do. and
put it on for three or five years and give
scheduled rates of fares and freights and
a tune table, the other steamers would
have to come to the same level, and that
would enable small stock-owners to get
their stock on the market, which is now
a diffieulty for the small stockowners in
the North-West. They cavnot charter a
steamer to get into the trade, and they
have to sell at a large saerifice to other
stockowners who are in a position to
charter their vwn steamers ; and those
who are in, a position to charter their
own steamers will not buy the stock trom
the small stockowners of the Novth until
their own stoek is all used up, and in all
probability the stock of the small man can-
not be kept in marketable eondition to
& time suitable for the others io buv it.
So I think the Government would accom-
plish a useful purpose if they chartered
a steamer for that trade. There would he
no risk. The vessel would be setf-sup-
porting and would pay from the jump.
The Government would have no risk of
the steamer sinking or anything happen-
ing, because it wounld be insnred. Iwould
like to bring under the notice of the Min-
ister for Railways the unsatizfactory
state of the railway freighls. The lbng-
distance rates,are not what they should
be. If there is anything to justify fong-
distance rates on railways in a country
like this where there is no competition
from an opposition line, it would only
be from the port inland ; but when we
find these long-distance rates apply along
the coast from porf to port and even
past ports, I think they are not ae-
complishing a useful pwrpose, but are
simply making room for monopolies and
giving undue advantage to people away
from the market, while not giving thove
producers nearer the market the advant-
age of their geographical position. I
have always looked on the office of the
Public Service Commissioner as one that
should be abolished. I Yook upon it as
an office ereated as a buffer between the
Ministers of certain departments and
civil servants of the State and the pub-

lie. Tt is only the outeome of weak-
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kneed Ministers being afraid to take the
responsibilities of their duties that the
office is continued. T would like to have
seen in the Governor’s Speech or in the
Premier’s Bunbury speech some mention
of a railway from the Cue line at Eradu
to the coal mine on the Irwin, a distanee
of about 30 miles. It has been known for
40 years that there is exeellent coal exist-
ing at that loeality, and I think the time
is ripe when the eoal mine should be de-
veloped and a small line of about 30
iles built to conneet it with the Cue line
at Eradn. The distance from the line
i1s only about 20 miles in a straight line,
bat from the coal seam to,Eradu it is
about 30 miles. Such a railway would
enter a large area of land suitable for
wheat growing. 1 refer to that land be-
tween Mullewa and Miningew. 1 would
like the Government to take this matter
into consideration and have it investi-
gated so that it might come hefore Par-
liament at a later date. The rabbit-proof
fence cost the State more than it should
bave. 1 think it eost something like
£300,000, but I do not think it is bene-
fiting the number of people it should.
It was paid for by the many to benefit

a few, and I think the time has arrived

when we should appeint vermin boards
and divide the State into distriets, so that
the' districts may bave power to tax
themselves and keep up the fence
and extend it as may be reguired.
Those people who benefit by the fence
shonld have a tax levied upon them for
the maintenance, and the cost of the fence.
[Mr. Taylor : The whole maintenance ]
Yes, and the interest on the eost, I think
it would be a reasonable thing for a stock
tax to be levied on the people who benefit
by the fence ; the public wonld then he
relieved of any farther expense in the
matter. T consider the Government should
take sleps to have a revenne stamp placed
on one-pound unotes. I do not see why
people who draw cheques should have to
pay one penny for each cheque drawn,
while the barks whae pay dividends
amounting to 20 or 30 per cent. go scot
free. T know Mr. 5. F. Moore, who is a
direetor of a bhank, would object to see
stamps placed on one-pound notes, hut it
is a reasonable way of raising revenue.
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[Mr. Walker : Why should not the Gov-

-ernment issue the notes 7] That may ecome

later on. In the meantine we should col-
lect a little rooney from the banks. I
also cousider that there should be a re-
duction in the number of members of
Parliament. Considering that the prinei-
pal matters Parliament had to deal with
have been handed over to the Federal
Government, and there is very little left
for the State Parliaments to consider, we
might curtai! the nwnber of members with
advanfage, 1 think we eould readily re-
duce the number of members of the
Assembly to 30 and the number of the
iembers of the Couneil to ten. We
ghould theu liave more work done and less
talk. I have for a long time held the
apiuion that the manner in whieh pastoral
leases are issued is not fair to the people
who wish to make a start. Several holders
of pastoral leases in the State have
millions of acres, some as many as sSix
million aeres, which they have never seen
and never will see. If pastoral lessees
were only allowed to hold land which they
can use we should have thousands more
stock-holders in the country, doing more
good than men with five or six million
aeres, not one-tenth part oceupied. The
Government might restriet the size of the
huidings that pastoral lessees can aequire.
s that those who desire to get a startin
the same line of business can do so. I
have noticed [lately that the Government
have made certain retrenchments at
Nortbamption. The resident magistrate
theve held several small offices, and his
combined salary amounted to not more
than £300 a year; now the resident
magistrateship has been taken from him.
For that office he received £150 a year,
the balance he draws for the position of
resident medical offieer, but it is not
sufficient for him to live on and he is not
likely to remain there. I should like to
see this officer reinstated in the position of
resident magistrate, which would be in the
best interests of the people. It is very
unfair for the Government to make these
retrenchments. We have heard a lot
during the debate about the financial
question. The trouble has arisen through

the Federal Government taking possession
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of our eustoms dnties, and it has now
reached such a piteh tht we must find
some other means of taxation to keep
matters gotng in a satisfactory manner, I
wounld like to see the police court fines
handed over to the Treasury and not taken
possession of by wunicipal eouncils. The
munieipal eouncils have no more right to
the police fines than the roads boards in
country distriets have. The municipalities
do not eontribite fo or pay the police or
the magistrates or the upkeep of those
officers, and it is unfair that the police
fines should go to the municipal couneils ;
they should be handed to the Treasury to
help swell the revenue. The munieipal
conneils, as was referred to last night, by
the manipulation of their balance sheets
have obtained money from the Treasury
which should not have been paid to them.
This should be refunded. The Government
will not be doing their duty if they do
not have a balance struek, render an ae-
count, and ask for a settlement, and if no
settlement is fortheoming the Government
should put i a writ in the ordinary way
and obtain the money. This is the way
I would do with people who abtained
maoney by falsely manipulating their ac-
counts. A large number of sheep were
imported fast year to be divided amongst
the farmers so as to raise the standard
of the stoek in the State and help- the
small farmers along, but I do not think
care’ and attention were paid to importa-

tion of the sheep that shonld have been. '

I kuow a few sheep went to the North,
not more than 400 or 500, I saw them
myself, but I have seen better sheep
landed from Carnarvon at 15s. a head,
while the Government supplied the sheep
in the North-West part of the country
at 23s. 3d., londed there. During that
- period of the season when sheep could be
obtained at 14s. a head, all the farmers
in the South stocked up and when sheep
got to 22s. or 23s. a head thev knocked
off. I would like to see some improve-
ment made in the affairs of the Midland
Railway Company as they relate to the
public.  Over that company’s railway
second-class passengers have to pay
0s. 8d. more than they would have to pay
for the same distance on the Government
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line. This only applies to second-elass pas-
sengers. I suppose if it applied to first-
class passengers there would be such a
howl about it that the matter would soon
be remedied. This is a (uestion the
Minister for Railways might look into
and adjust. The CGovernment muost ap-
prove of the rates charged by the Midland
Railway or that company could not en-
force them. The member for Guildford
spoke to-night of some of the railway ser-
vants. There is sa railway servant in the
distriet T represent who was one of the
first servants employed by the Railway
Department. The Geraldton-Northampion
line was the first railway built in the State,
and this man was a servant from the time
of the eonstruction of that line till the
other day, when he received notice that
his services were dispensed with. He
has a large family, and was put off with
a_ month’s notice.  He appealed to the
Government, and received a 'reply that
there was no allowanee or pension for
him. I think this is a hard case. The
Government should take into eonsidera-
tion that be is an old man, now helpless
and not fit to work Iouger and after he
lias worked for 28 or 29 years for the
Government on small pay as a fireman
he should receive some compensation. ' He
is now dependent on charity, and I think
the Government might make him asmall
allowance, if only 10s. a week.

My, Heitmann: There are hundreds of
men in the State in the same position.

Mr. STONE : Not men with 28 years’
service. ' '

Mr. Heitmann : He bhad his “ screw.”

Mr, STONE : If that is the member’s
idea, he thinks it is a)l right.

Mr. Heitmann : 1t should apply io all
alike, !

Mr. STONE : T do not propose to say
more, and I know the member for Mount
Margaret is itehing to speak.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
It must indeed be gratifying to hear the
member who has just resumed his seat
expounding those socialistic principles
which members on this (Opposition) side
of the House have been advocating for
many years. I am pleased to be reminded
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by the member for Geraldton (Me. T. L.
Brown) that his conversion eame about
through travelling in the train in that
member’s company, When we hear mem-
bers in the House like the member for
Greenough advising the Government to
subsidise a line of steamers so that they
may assist the small farmer and small
cattle raiser in the North-West, and when
we nlse hear a member on the Government
side of the Honse, who so loyally sup-
ported the present Government as the
meinber for Greenough has, advoecating
freezing and eold storage by the Govern-
ment to enable other sections of the com-
munity who produce foodstuffs and com-
muorities for human eonsumption to reach
markets under more advantageons circum-
stances, I say the Government shounld at
least recognise the justice of the arguments
advanced by this (Opposition) side of
the Honse. In dealing with the snbsidis-
inr ot a line of steamers for the North-
Wast, last session when we were consider-
ing the Port Hedland to Marble Bar
railway, while opposing the Bill for the
construction of that line I suggested that
it would be wiser to land produets and
mining requisites at Port Hedland at the
same price as they were landed at Fre-
mantle ; that by this means that porfion
of the State would be developed in its
mineral resources. 1 pointed out that it
would be wiser to spend a few thousand
pounds in that way than to spend a large
sum in constructing the Port Hedland to
Marble Bar line. I was struck by a re-
port, I think in the Kalgoorlie Miner, of
a speech delivered by the Colonial Seere-
tary (Hon. J. D. Copnolly) when stand-
ing for re-election for the North-East
Province, when he said the Government
had decided on a line of action of this

nature. I have not heard anything
about it sinee, bot it was then
reported as an utterance of  the

Colonial Secretary during his eampaign,
It may he argued that the subsidising of
a line of steamers there will be necessary
to make this other public work, the rail-
way line, approximate to a paying pro-
position. T am not going to set that
forth as an argument, but I have heard
it used outside of this Chamber. With
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refevence io the speech delivered by the
member for Gaseoyne (Mr. Butcher)
when moving the Address-in-Heply to the
Governor's Speech, T am credited with
having said that competition would regu-
late the freights between Fremantle and
the North-West on the present line of
steamers. 1 could not veally have done
that, for anyone who has gone into the
question knows that competition will not
regulate in any way or modify the pre-
sent tariff. There are only a very few
compnnies tradiug in those waters, con-
sequently they regulate the prices to suit
themselves. [AM». Stone: There are asso-
ciafed rates.] Yes, that is so. I hoped
the Government would at least take some
heed of what one of .their supporters
snid with reference to deing semething to
help a portion of the State. I may he
accused by the Government side of the
House of preventing the Ministry from
helping that portion of the State when I
put forth my opposition to the loan of
£35,000 aboul to be made, free of in-
terest, to some company of cafttle raisers
or wholesale butchers in the North-Wes.
It will be very edifying to this House
and to the eountry when the agreement,
which I suppnse will be signed and
sealed by the Government in the inter-
ests of the people of this State, and by
the company who are constructing the
freezing works, is made known, and for
members to see the names of those form-
ing the eompany. We will then see what
consideration the Governunent is paying
to the small cattle raisers of this country.
I question very much whether the Gov-
ernment will under that agreement suffi-
ciently safeguard the small cattle raisers
in the North-West. [Mr. Collier: We
have had experience of agreements be-
fore.j Yes, we have had some experience
in the past, and before I resume my seat
T will refer to ecovenants between the
Governnent of this State and other par-
iles,- and sltow how the terms were
honoured in the breach in a most sean-
dalous fashion. At the present time,
however, I desire to deal with the loan
free of interest for three years, given by
the Government to a company for con-

strueting freezing works in the North-
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West. 1 want to know whether the Gov-
erminent are going to safeguard the in-
terests of the consumers of the State in
the agreement, whether they have tully
gone into the question, whether they ave
going to tie the company dowm as to
what beef or mutton they shall ship to
foreizn moarkets, or set aside for con-
sumption in this State. We have not vet
in this State had a meat supply equal to
that in the Fastern States. 1 have had
experience in all the States, and I know
that vur meat supply will not be better
nnder the conditions songgested by the
{tovernment in connection with these
freezing works. 1 prediet that the very
choicest and primest beef and mutton
frozen in those works will find other
markets than those of Western Australia.
1 also prediet that the prime meat will
not feteh as bigh a price in foreign mar-
kets as the second-class meat will in our
own towns. [Mr, Gordon: That remark
applies Lo the cattle n all the cities of
the Commonwealth.] Tn the Eastern
States the cutlying and back ecountry con-
tain pastures second to none under the
sun,  With reasonably fair seasons
they ean produce there the finest beef and
mutton it is possible to put on any market
i the world, and the people of the other
States ean be supplied under more
tavourable conditions than we can. The
Minister for Agrienlture shakes his head
as much as to say he is in doubt, but one
cannot be in any doubt when he knows
the Fastern States as I do. This question
was referred to by the member for Gas-
cuyne, a gentleman whom I listen to with
the wvery grentest interest whenever he
speaks on subjects bearing on the pas-
toral industry, for I know he has given
his life to that particular line of work,
ami consequently has more knowledge
than the ordinary individual. When I
Lear a statement from that gentleman
about stoek I helieve it to be, as far as
his judgment goes, correct. It is a most
remariable thing that we cannot get a
mezt supply in any portion of the State
nnless we pay from 7d. to 8d. for mut-

ton, and even as high as 9d. a pound at
the present time, and up to 1s. to 1s. 3d.
a pound for prime ents in beef; while
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in the Eastern States the priees; although
certainly high now, arve very much lower,
for one ean get the choicest euts from a
bullock for from 4d. to 3d., and as low
as 1%d. [Mr. Gordon: It cosis ls. a
pound for steak there nmow.] The mem-
ber is speaking now of a ravnge of prices
existing after a period of drought so dis-
astrous to New South Wales that the
Government of that State have been for
many months carrying fodder free over
the railway lines, in the hope of keeping
people who are interested in  pastoral
areas in a solvent condition, and their
stoek alive. Tt is not a fair thing to
judge the meat values in New South
Wales, or in the Eastern States, from the
prices exisling to-day and compare them
with the ordinary cirecumstances and eon-
ditions which exist here now, and whieh
to my knowledge have prevailed for the
last 14 years, At the present time the
position in Wesiern Australia is worse
than it ever has been before. As the
meat ving become more powerful, as
they squeeze out the small men and con-
centrate their capital, so do people feel
the pinch, so are people of this State
more at their mercy. That is the posi~
tion, whatever doubi there may be in the
minds of members or of the people of
the State as to the existence of the meat
ring. Thuring the past week or fortnight
it has heen proved beyond doubt that a
ring does exist. You may call it what
vou like, but it is a ring, a trust,.it is a
powerful eombinntion, and mm fact the
niost powerful combination, so far as
trading in foodstuffs is coneerned, es-
tablished in this State. T would like to
instance the speech delivered by the
Treasurer last session, in whieh he
pointed out that there was a big firm
staried which had been putting meat on
the market at a price within the reach of
nrost people in the metropolitan area.

The Treasurer: They were doing that
at a loss.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes; but the Trea-
surer in the couse of his speech did not
say that the firmm were going to sell at a
loss, but eonveyed to me, and I believe to
this House, that they were going to do it
profitably, for he said they would supply
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a zood article, and added, “I have passed
their shop and looked in, and have seen
beet hanging there equal v anyvthing
offered for sale anywhere in Australia.”

Ar, Bath: That firm is in the ring now.

Mr. TAYLOR: How long did that firm
last with its great wealth behind it7 There
is no butehering establishment in  the
history of my titne here that started with
such a flourish of brumpets as the firm of
Fuller & Nanghton.

Mr. Bath : Thev aquoted Hansard in
suppurt of their elaim for paironage.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes; they did that as
proof of their bora fides and their gen-
vineness. They went so far as to take
up the records of Parliament, and auoted
the ntterznces of a Minister of the Crown
to justify them as vendors of a splendid
article. They were then a powerful, a
wealthv  firm, supposed to he ahle to
withstand the ring, and it was announeced
~ on their behalf that they would burst the
meat ring np, and do it so successfully
that they would bring down the prices of
meal tu an even lower rate than that at
whieh, cn opening business, they started
to sell. We find the ecompany have not
lasied longer than a short twelve inenths
before gradually coming under the influ-
ence of this powerful trmst or ring. They
have now joined the ring. I beliove I
would be justified in saying they were
sqneezed into it, for this would more
properly define the position than by say-
ing they have joined it. When we find a
wealthy firm starting business like they
did not being able to stand against the
ring for more than twelve months, is
there not justiiication for any member to
say we have a meat ring in this eity?

Mr. Bath: Copley was going to fight
it too. '

Member: He is in the Ting now.

Mr. TAYLOR: Most firms that have
started here have done so on similar lines.
Trace hack the history of the leading
butehering firms in this State, and you
will find they all started with the object
of harsting up the ring, but none have
sneeeeded, In view of these facts ths
Government coolly and calmly have de-
cided to join the ring too; more than that,
they have coolly and deliberately lent a
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portion of the people’s money to the ring,
and thus by that means are impliealing
the whole of the State in lhe ring. |n
the agreemeni for lending the woney for
the establishinent of the freezing works,
it is provided thai{ there shall be no in-
ierest for three years, so that no profit
will be able to be derived hy the State
from these works for that period. T hope
that before the Government lend this
money Parliament will be given an op-
portunity of at least having the apree-
ment placed on the table of the House,
g0 thal members shall be perfeclly satis-
fied that a good meat supply is guaran-
teed. 1 do not want prime hullocks and
sheep to be frozen and sent to other
markets and have second and third-class
stuff dumped down in our markets. That
will be the position, I venture to predict,
becanse they are sure of this market.
They will send all their prime stuff to
the open markets of the world where they
have no power or eontrol, and they will
just drop down an inferior article in
Western Australia and get the highest
possible price for it. That is really the
position. 1 have some knowledge of
stock. T know exactly how it will be
worked, and notwithstanding all the legal
knowledge possessed by the gentleman
who controls the Attorney General’s De-
partment, the agreement with these
people will be made in sueh a fashion
that there will be a saving clause for the
company. We should find out the names
of members of the company—1I am in-
formed that there are four in it, four
of the leading eaftle raisers in the State,
four individuals or rather four firms who
now control the meat market. They are
the very people who are going to get a
loan of £35,000 from the Government
to build freezing works. I am informed
also there is not one of the small eattle
raisers among them, I am also informed
that not one has been consulted in any
way whatever. These four firms are the
leading spirits. I may be wrong, but I
have been told that on very good author-
ity. The Government should prevent this
business from going on. I can only ask
the Government to exercise wisdom and
caution before they allow themselves to
get into the hands of this crowd, [Br.



Addregs-in- Reply :

Bath : The Minister for Agrieulture
knows the names.] Perhaps the Minis-
ter will give me the names. 1 do not
think my information is wrong. I have
obtained it from Press reports, and these
have been backed up by what I have
bheard from other yuarters.

The Minister for ALgriculture :
will be able to take shares.

My. TAYLOR : There are too many
people who hLave taken shares in  this
world, and fallen. I am not taking shares
at this particular Jjuneture. I would
deem it wise to wait and see some divi-
dends declared. The quality of their
meat and mutton is of greater intervest
than the share market and the prices
too. I desire alsc to say that when we
hear Government - supporters  echoing
sentiments like the hon. member for
Greenough did to-night, and we still find
him sopporting the Government, saying
one thing and doing another, one must
really think that polities are hopeless and
that there is no possible chance of re-
demption. Tf I held the views of the hon.
member, or if I stood in this House and
enuneiated them, I would not dream eof
supporting the Governwent who have no
consideration other than for companies
and ‘combines. 1 want to know what
they have done in the administration of
departments, what they have done to re-
lieve in one iota the working -eclasses.
They have however done wuneh for other
classes : whether thex he mining mag-
nates,  whether they be connected with the
meat ring, big pastoralists, or big timber
men—whatever industries they have been
earrying on, these people have always
had the patient ear of the Mimster con-
trolling the department. These indi-
viduals ean get benefits that are not given
to others. I will point out before I re-
sumé my seat in support of that argu-
ment the attitnde of a certain tramway
company. The hon. Minister for Rail-

ways is looking at me. He knows full
well the company I am referring to—
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Firewood
Company. They have been operating
in various portions of the State. They
have been granted permits by the Gov-
ernment to eonstruet tramlines in various
parts of the State. The lgst permit was

You
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granted in a purtion of the State which 1
lrave the honor to represent ; that was for
a tramway starting from the Lancefield
Gold Mine and passing in a north-easteriy
direction some 15 miles to supply this
Lancefield mine with firewood. Y want to
say, hoywever defective the tramway hoard
may be, however defective the Tramway
Act which gives the board power to re-
commend to the Minister whether a tram-
line shall be granted or not, and however
defective that portion of the machinery
may be, it is not nearly so defective as
the administration of the department. I
want to tell the House that whatever T
may have to say to-night in connection
with that tramline, I have nothing in the
warld to say against the tramway board
that recommmended that the permit should
be granted. The conditions are these
roughly. The particular company last
year made application to the Govern-
ment for a permit to construet a tram-
line some 18 miles in a north-easterly

divection. I have a litho here which
indieates the route, The litho was
supplied to me by the Minister
for TLands. The tramway board con-

sidered the application, and finding that
the tramline would not interfere with any
of the timbers or fuel used for other
mines in that distriet, and wonld not
militate in any way against their success
in ecarrying ou their operations for the
futuve, recommended the granting of the
permit.  The Government granted if.
However, instead of running the tramline
some 18 miles in a north-easterly direc-
tion, they ran it 13 wmiles south of a direet
east line to their terminal point, with the
result that they have encroached upon
another mining company’s property, the
Ida H, and also a large community of
people at Burtville, who are all small
bolders operating in a small way on their
own leases and supplying the State bat-
tery with stone. These people have been
doing well and it has been a rich centre
for years, but their fuel and timber for
their mines was being jeopardised. The
management of the Ida H wrote to the
Minister for Lands when the application
was first put in for the permit, and when
the manager saw that the line would not
interfere with his fuel or timber supplies
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he raised no objection ; but after the per-
mit was granted as I have said, instead of
ruaning north-east for 18 miles, the tram-
line was taken in a southerly direction
in'a direct line for 18 miles, and they
were distant about 14 or 16 miles from
the terminal point to which they had a
permit to run. An appeal was made to
e inr the matter. I at once interviewed
the Premier ; T had not a personal inter-
view with him at that stage ; I wrote to
him, and have bis reply. 1 am not going
into the details of the cuse, as I have some
correspondence here on the matter. I
know no damage can be done at the pre-
gent time, because the mine requiring the
wood supply has been temporavily closed
down ; consequently I know, no matter
how the ecompany desire to break the
arrangement entered into with the Gov-
ernment and desire to eontinue opera-
tions around the Ida H and get the people
into their power so as to ensure control
of supplies and compel them to get
their fuel from the company in the near
future, T know they cannot do that. I
appealed to the Minister for Lands and
he wrote me a letter pointing out that
certain things had been done, but un-
fortunately the company had not carried
out their agreement and the management
of the Ida I and the people of Bwt-
ville were so mach agitated aboul the
matter that they sent petitions to the
Government and things were very dis-
turbed for some tme. 1 went siraight to
the scene of action and I was accom-
panied by the Lands Department Inspec-
tor of Surveys from Coolgardie, who is
also chairman of the tramway board, and
I want to say he is a very estimable officer,
an officer in whom I have every con-
fidence. I believe if the company’s ap-
plication had been put in for the rvoute
aover which they construeted their line,
it would have been absolutely refused by
the board. As I stated, I appealed to the
Minister for Lands to restrain them from
cutting south of the line, and thus save
the fuel for the people of Ida H and
Burtville. The Minister for Lands did
that, but unfortunately he was going
away at that time and it was one of the
last things he did before leaving for the
Eastern States. {The Minisier for Mines:

{ASSEMBLY.]

Third day.

1 stopped it.] The Minister for Mines
was then aecting Premier and it was wilh
him that negotiations were completed. I
want to say this, that the company I be-
lieve have given the Government of this
State more trouble than any other cotn-
pany that is operating in the firewood in-
dustry. They have encroached in places
where they have no business to be. I do
not suppose there is one member in this
House representing’ a distriet that that
calmpany have operated in that has not
had trouble and difficulty with them and
who has not had to go to the Minister re-
peatedly. 1 venture to say this that on
most oeeasions, the company and not the
member have had the Minister’s eay, and
in one instance so flagrantly did the eom-
pany break their agreement with the Gov-
ernment that the Governmen{ fined them
£3h Yet in view of that they after-
wards granted them a permit to operate
in another portion of the State. I be-
lieve that there is a bond of £500 put up
by these companies when agreements are
made, and I hope that the Govermment
will punish them to the tune of estreating
that bond. I know it is no use fining
the company £50 or £100. Let the Gov-
ernment estreat the bond of £500, if they
desire to carry on administration in the
manner indieated in this House by hon.
members who grace the Treasury bench
or in the wmanner indicated by Ministers
when addressing electors throughout the
State, when their only idea is elean and
sound administration. If that be their
motto, here is an opportunity to deal with
delinquents, to deal with people who have
erst this Governmnent and other Govern-
ments preceding them more time and
trouble in keeping them in order than
any other company operating in this
State. It will be interesting to know how
el it takes for supervising the com-
pany, and keeping them within reason-
able limits. And even then it cannof be
done. These people have been dodging
the Government officers. Their brains
are absolutely trained in that direetion
that they believe in taking advantage of
the Government or anybody else. [Mr:
Scaddan : Where are the forest
rangers ] T suppose the forest ranger
resides in  Coolgardie, or somewhere
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about Kalgoorlie, and these people are
operating at least 240 miles from there.
How can the forest ranger do it? [Mr.
Collier . 'The constable iz the farest
ranger.] He is. not the authenticated
wentleman the company take any notice
of. Nothing short of a forest ranger in
full bloom is of any use for them. The
hon. member has had difficulty with the
company. The Government should be
careful, in view of these facts, in future
permits to the company. No doubt they
have in other instances committed
breaches wherever it is possible. I may
as well say,as I have already said, they
have broken faith so often with the
Government that the Government have
found it npecessary to fine them. But
having fined them £50 for operating in
one place, the Government now give them
a permit to operate in another direction.
No other business people would do a
thing like that. I say the Government
should at least prevent these people from
Earther operating in this State, T donot
wish the Government to make.the company
pull up the line, as suggested by the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson} in
an interjection.
be the proper action to take. I recognise
that if the Minister did his duty and rea-
lised what a breach of this nature meant
he would make them pull uwp the line, no
matter what it eost; but I do not want
the Minister to take that drastic step, be-
cause it might in some way jeopardise the
fuel supplies for a large mine. [The
Minigter for Mines: It would do so.] I
have made it clear to the Premier, and to
the Minister for Mines when he was
Aecting Premier, that I had no desire to
do that ; but I maintain there should be a
punishment, and that these people should
not be allowed to operate indiseriminately
where they like in this State, and to put
people to their wits’ end to know how to
keep their end up with them and to put
members of Parliament and Ministers to
the trouble of travelling hundreds of miles
to watch them, At least I hope the Gov-
ernment will estreat the bond of £500. I
may be wrong, but I believe there is a
bond of that amount—I faney it is in the
regulations ; but the company may have
slipped that portion of the regulations ;

0]
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they may have been cute and clever enough
to get the permit without putting up the
necessary bond provided in the regulations
hefore a permit of this nature may be
granted. I would not put it past them if
fhey had. But I shall watch the opera-
tions of the company while they are
operating in my district. T now desire to
make a few brief remarks with reference
to the State baltery system in this State,
largely on account of the public utter-
ances of the Minister for Mines and on
aceount of some remarks made by the
Premier in hLis presessional speech
delivered at Bunbury a week or ten
days ago. T find in the reports of civie
receptions and . functions and welcontes |
that a Minister receives when travelling
through the State, where he has to respond
on behalf of the Government or Parlia-
ment, that the Minister for Mines is re-
ported on most occasions as making a very
strong point that it is his intention to
supply the State largely with two-bead
mills, from an economical point of view
and from the point of view of practiea-
bility. I think these are pretty well the
reasons advanced by the Minister and also
hy the Premier. So far as these two-head
mills are -concerned, they have been work-
ing about Lennonville and close to Black
Range for some years—I do not know
with what result, whether they are to
blame -or not—but that portion of the
State was at a very low ebb for many
years, and it is a most remarkable thing
that the low ebb was reached when these
mills were there. I am not prepared to
say that it was because of these mills ;.
but since the mills have been removed that
portion of the State has gradually taken
its place among the prineipal gold pro-
ducing districts of Western Anstralia ;
and it is unfortunate that in another part
of the State depression is equally falling
just as it has risen in that part of the
State these mills have left. I am not pre-
pared to say these mills are responsible ;
but I want to advise and warn the Gov-
ernment, especially the Minister for Mines,
that before he makes another purchase -of
a two-head mill he will at least demon-
strate to the couniry that the two in my
district are able to treat the stone and save
the gold. They can no more treat the
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guantity ot stone they are estimated to do
thain Hy in the air, and they can ne more
save the rold than they cair treat the stone.
As an instanee of that, there is one mill
working at Linden ; and if any battery
in fh.lh State has caused dissatisfaction
and has disheartened genuine prospectors
—some ol the finest prospectors in the
State. men I have known for many years
and with whom 1 prospected myself
twelve or fourteen years ago—it is this
Linden hattery. These men have worked
for the last 18 months or two years,
raising stone in the hope of getting a
public ernsher. I interviewed the Minister
on behalf of these people for a battery,
and the Minister pointed out to me that
it was Impossible to supply a large plant,
but 'he suggested the type of battery now
there.” When I found there was nothing
better, relying on the Minister’s state-
ment; I thought at least it might supply
the distriet. However, it is a hopeless
failure. T said to the Minister that if
he' toald not do anything better he might
send along one of these plants and try it.
Members will see that I am in an uofor-
tunate position, as the Minister knows.
Tlm portion of the State verges on the
eleciorate of the Minister for Mines and
m¥-own. The dividing line is between the
cosmunity of people and the battery.
The battery is on one side and most of
the prospectors are on fhe other side in
my | distriet, the battery being in the
distriet of the Minister for Mines. I want
it clear that the reason the battery is in
the Minister's district is becaunse it is the
moét " suitable site.  The position was
ehusen by the department, not by the
Mmlster ; and I think the men had some
sav’jn it. )
The Mimister for Mines : It was also
eliogen there for the sake of the water.
Mr. TAYLOR: I think I am right in
saving that was one of the principal
regsons. At any rate, it was one of the
most  eentral positions at the time,
espemally when _there was only one mill
going up. But I am in an unfortunate
position, because while most of the people
h'eatmg their ore at that battery are in
my distriet, a number are likewise in the
Minister’s district and the battery is there
aléo. {Mr. Gull: What does that matter?]
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1t matters in this respect that I am in
the difficulty of having to go to deal with
the Minister about a battery in bis own
electorate. T want to say this in all fair-
ness to the Minister, because if he put
up another battery there to-morrow,
people would say, “Another battery has
gone to the electorate of the Minister for
Mines.” I know how people may make
remarks, and I want to be fair to the
Minister, while I certainly want to do
justice to my own people, Above all I
want to warn the Minister not te dig too
deeply into this system of erushing and
ruin the goldfields of this State, or at
teast ruin the possibility of prospecting
the State. Unless there is some other
methed of erushing for the people at
Liuden, they will be so disheartened that
they will pick up their swags and walk
away. I wish also o talk about the capa-
city of these mills for saving the gold.
I showed the Minister an assay return of
a parcel of stone being treated by this
battery. There were about 70 odd tons of
stone, speaking from memory, to be
treated; but after 18 tons had gone
through the engine broke down, and it was
impossible to do anything fartber until a
new engine was installed. The result was
that they cleaned up from the 18 tons and
got 24 ounces over the plates. They as-
sayed the tailings at the Westralia Mount
Morgans mine, and they assayed 66dwts.
fine gold, short tons. The member for
Swan (Mr. Gull) has had some experience
of batteries on the goldfields, and he will
realise that those fizures are startling.
The battery saved 24ozs. over the plates
from 18 tons, and the tailings went 3ozs.
6dwts. fine gold, short tons. Is there any
goldfield can stand that type of treatment
and flourish? Can we open up our gold-
fields? Is there any wonder that the gold
production. is slowly and gradually de-
clining? And T want to warn the Mini-
ster. We have at Linden, I believe, an
extensive mineral bhelt—anyone who has
travelled that country knows it—and it
behoves the Government to give every
facility in such an area, in.a country where
we have erushed at the battery 90 odd ions
of stone taken out of the reef from the
time it was tapped until the men knocked
off work. for something like Tozs. over
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the plates apd 3ozs. in the tailings. That
is a fair test. The Minister has the re-
turns from the battery, and they are very
promising indeed. T point out these
figures to demonstrate that if the Minister
will persist in installing these two-head
batieries in the prospecting areas of the
Statehe will kill the gold-mining industry,
prevent prospecting and make it abso-
lutely Lopeless to open up auy of our
mineral areas. I am not in any way
abusive to the Minister; but I desire in
the interests of the people that only the
best type of battevies should be pit up
for prospectors, in keeping with economy,
and in keeping with the development of
our goldfields. I want to say, too, that
on aeconnt of the absolnte ineapacity of

these hatteries to deal with the stone, the

Government are now negoliating to take
over a plant, within three or four miles of
this place, owned by a private company,
a five-head mill to treat the stone there
for the prospectors for two or three
months under the present batfery system.
But that will not be satisfactory because
that battery is located at the exireme’
north of the area which makes it abso-
lutely impossible for the people to have
their stone treated there becanse they will
have to take it ten or twelve miles
Something should be done to help that
portion of the State, and in doing so
help the State as a whole. As I have
pointed out before unless something is
done we shall lose from that belt of
eountry from 70 to 90 prospectors, for
there are between T0 and 90 prospectors
there on a belt of gountry 18 to 20 miles
long. I hope the Minister will do some-
thing for these people. A little portion
of the territory is within the Minister’s
awn electorate, and in advocating their

needs I am not advocating them only for’

my own district although a portion is
within my distriet. I would be pleased
if the whole area was within my distriet
because if the Minister did not listen to
the requirements of the people then I
could deal with him as the whole and sole
representative of these people in the
House, and the Minister would then hear
something a little more biting than he is
hearing to-night. There are other centres
where we have five-head mills and ten-
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head batteries which are anything., but
satisfactory. We find at every ,fuen
prospectors  writing to meinbers u.buut
their tailings and slimes. Things are not
as satisfactory as they shonld be These
complnmts are spread over a large area.

There is hardly a member in this House
who has net had eomplaints coming along
repeatedly, so there is a necessit.y
for the Minister to go into the matter
and make it easy and favouvable for men
in various portions of the State, 1, am
not going to-night to deal with the rveport
of the eommission appointed by the Min-
ister to inquire into the public I,mt.ten

system because that report has heen, be-

fore the House, but I am very SOLTY in-
deed that it has not reeeived that treat-
ment at the hands of the House wh;,qh it
deserves. When we recognise the amount
of time and patience, and the cqst. of that
commijssion to the State and the valuable
information given in the report, it is to
be regretied that. there has wnot  been
more  notice taken of it, and tlw,t the
House has not compelled the Minister to
do something in keeping with the Tepori
of the eommission appointed by hjmsq.]r,
to go into this battery system. The nem-.
ber for Murehison bas an idea that, the
commission was  appeinted  for whlte-
washing purposes. 1 am not gojng to
give an idea on that pomt. If it was for
whitewashing purposes one would  have
to use a micrgseope to find any white
spots on the Minister. The report has
not come out as the Minister had smtlel-
pated. If that report had come out as
the Minister had anticipated we should
have heard more about it, and T 'would
not have been compelled to hpeal\ fpr an
hour, as T did last session, to foreg the
Minister ta have that report printed so
that it would be on the regoids of Parlia-
ment in the bound volume and so that it
eould be sent through the couniry for the
people to see how the money had been’
spent on the public battery system of the
State; to show them that it was not
wisely expended, and how the State had
purchased old rattletrap batferies here
there and everywhere in flourishing
centres. I hope the Minister will go intn
this system more fully, do something gf
a practical nature and cease qsi.mi'l.'g‘ the
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system for political purposes. Last
night when the Treasurer was speaking I
made a remark, by way of interjection,
as to the municipal subsidies, and for my
authority I quoted the report of the
selert conmnittee of the House whielr was
appointed last session, of which the mem-
ber for Perth, the member for Cue, the
nmember for Leonora, and the member for
Nelson were members. T have the report
of the chairman here, and when [ inter-
jected that the report of the select com-
nmittee pointed out that the munieipalities
had received a sum of £30,000 wore than
they should have done,  the Treasurer
somewhat doubied the statement. To

prove what 1 said wus correct I will
read the repori. There are only a few
lines of that report drawn up by the

chairman (Mr. H. Brown), It states:—
“From evidence given, and after a
perusal of the several balance-sheets
sabmitted, your Committee have de-
cided that a sum of about £36,000 has
heen overpaid to munieipalities on ae-
count of subsidy. Taking into con-
sideration that Perth, some six years
apo, was compelled tor1efund a suw of
about £7,000, it is inexplicable that the
ahove state of affairs should have been
allowed to continue by the Treasury
" with veference to the other municipali-
ties. Yonr Committe: therefore re-
commend that— (1.) A speeial aundit of
the balance-sheets and books for the
past six years of the whole of the
municipalities in the State be made;
and that an accountant be engaged at
once for the purpose, and a refund of
the amounis overpaid enforced. (2.)
That the Municipal Institutions Act be
amended with a view to providing that,
while the Government subsidy is eon-
tinned, one auditor in each inunici-
pality shall be elected by the rate-
payers, and one nomirated by the Gov-
ermnment, the latter to be a duly quali-
- fied aceountant who shall be required to
Jass a simple examination on the
Municipal and Heaith Acts. The
minntes of the evidence taken hy your
Committee are attached hereto.”
To show the House the nature of the evi-
dence upon whieh the committee based
the report, we find the first witness ecalled
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was Mr. Laurence Stirling Eliot, Under
Treasurer; the next witness was Ifenry
Watson Ednfondson, treasury clerk; also
there was Jolm St. Eloy D’Alton, town
clerk of Northam, the town clerk of Fre-
mantle, and I am aiso informed that the
Kalgoorlne Council were wotified of the
sittings of the select ecmmittee. These
were the greatest delinquents in the
matter. The Kalgoorlie Couneil failed
to send along their repvesentative, their
town clerk. The three creat offenders in
this wmatter were the ¥remantle muni-
cipality, the Northam municipality, and
the Kalgoorlie municip:’ity. {Interjee-
tion by Mr. Collier.] My friend from
Bounlder savs “That aceounts for it.”
What am T to assume from that inter-
jectiomn T Am I to assumne from that in-
terjection, that this has come about be-
cause these three muncipalities are repre-
senfed by Ministers of the Crown 7 No.
When these breaches were commitied, I
do not think any of the Ministers repre-
sented  those  constituencies.  These
breaches bave been going on since 1900—
I think that is aceording to the evidence
—and that is five years ago. I believe
some of the Ministers may have been
mwbed in wayoral office at the time, but
that is beside the question. The Perth
municipality had to disgorge something
like £6,000 or £7,000, and yet these other
municipalifies have never been called up-
on to refund. There may be something
in the interjection of the member for
Boulder, for perhaps the exhibition of
inactivity on the part of the Government
to make the councils disgorge is some-
thing in that direction. I do not know if
it is, but there is a strong suspicion, to
say the least of it. It is even stronger
when we remember the last Kast Pro-
vince eleetion, when one of the present

representatives of that province, Mr.
Throssell, was standing for election. The
present Minister for Works visifed

Northam, and we also learn from Press
reports that a deputation from the muni-
cipal council waited on the Minister, and
Mr. Throssell who now represents that
province was a supporter of the Govern-
ment and their proposals for land and
income tax. [Mr. Heitmann: Only a co-
mcidence.] Perhaps only a coineidence.
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Notwithstanding this report the couneil
pleaded poverty, and the Minister for
Works, I believe, told the couneil that
he would be favourable to the Govern-
went coming to their rescue with a loan
of £400 free of interest for two or three
yvears. I think he eawe to Perth and with
great pressure and the persuasive powers
which he must pessess in no mean degree
he convineed the Treasurer tos lend the
£400 free of interest. [The Honorary
Minister: Was that at Neweastle 7] At
the present time 1 am dealing with the
municipality of Northam. There is
nothing in the report dealing with New-
castle, This report of the select com-
mittee is based largely on the conduect
of the three municipalities T have spoken
of, and that being so I am confining wy-
self to these municipalities. And I find
I shall have quite encugh to do, and per-
haps I shall have wore than I believe I
am cepable of accomplishing in making
the Government place these muncipalities
on the same footing ns they placed the
Perth municipality. 1 lelieve the under-
taking to be too great for me in the pre-
sent  eireumstances, to compel the Gov-
ernment to take similar aetion in these
three districts to that which was taken by
the then Treasurer (Mr. Gardiner) with
reference to the Perflh municipality, when
he compelled it to disgorge £6,000 or
£7,000 which had heen obtained in =a
fashion similar to that of these other
municipalities.

My, Collier: The Treasurer says he is
waiting for instructions from the Hounse.
"Mr. TAYLOR: That is what the Trea-
surer said yesterday afternoon when re-
plying to the able speech of the Leader
of the Opposition, and when he was put
to his wits' end to make anything like a
decent show ; consequently one ean readily
understand that the Treasurer would say
he would take directions from anybody.
The Treasurer would he prepared under
those conditions to take directions from
smybody, for his hands were quite
full enongh to deal with the speech
which he then undertook te reply to.
May I be permitted to say that be failed
signally to deal with it. I would em-
phasise some of the statements made by
the Leader of the Opposition yesterday
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afternoon with reference to the Speech -
of His Excellency. The Leader of the
Oppaosition eriticised 1t as an election-
eering ery ; a Speech bhaving no other
purport than to cajole the electors. I
fully agree with that eriticism. I have
read and beard a good many Speeches de-
livered, and I have yet to hear one that

. bas sueh a semblanee of a political ad-

dress as the one we have heard this ses-
sion. Apparently one of the objects of
the Speech is to try and prevail upon the
people of the State, when they are called
upon to exercise their franchise at a very
early date, to give onr friends opposite
another lease of life. 1f the electors are
prepared to do that, then 1 am prepared
to support the ruling of the majority ;
but I believe I can say with some degree
of certainty that they will not do so. I
venture to say that my friends will not
come back after the elections so strong
in numbers as they are to-day. [Mr.
Johnson : That is a certainty.] T be-
lieve I can safely prophesy to that ex-
tent. There will be a great deal of hand-
shaking when the House prorogues, for
we know some of our dear friends on the
other side will be missing after the ‘elec-
tions. T will not at this stage make per-
sonal mention of the absentees. When we
are before the electors we will find an
opportnnity, I hope, of dealing with this
Speech more effectively than we can pos-
sibly do at the present time. I believe if
the Leader of the Opposition puts for-
ward the arguments to the people, from
the platforms thronghout this State, in
the course of the general elections, in the
same clear and lucid mammer he did
yesterday, he will have no tronble in con-
vineing them of the aceuracy of his state-
ments. I hope my remarks, so far asthe
public batteries of this State are con-
cerned, will be given attention to by the
Government, and that the Minister for
Mines will not be allowed by the Minis-
try to be the great “I am” as a mining
expert. The Government should eon-
sider the mining industry in this State
first, and not the Minister for Mines.
The mining industry is a greater question
than any we ean deal with in this Cham-
ber. We heard from the Treasurer yester-
day, that since the Government have held
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office, everything has progressed, and
e\férythmg possible has been done by the
Ministry in the way of making things
better. Notwithstanding that, we find
that matters have been made worse for
the people generally in this State and
hétter only for the few, Those who had
plenty bave made iore, and those who

had very little are making much less. It.

should be the duty of the State to see
that sueh things do not exist. I hope the
(rovernment will econsider what T have
said with reference to the batteries, and
see that the people of the State receive
every consideration at the hands of the
{iovermuent if they cannot do so at the
hattds "of the Minister controlling the
.\Iin'és: * Department.

Mr. J.. EWING (Collie} : I iniend to
follow the excellent lead of the member
who has just resumed his seat, who has
practieally applied his remarks merely te
matters -affecting his own distriet. The
speech. just delivered was not given with
the usnal power of the hon. member; but
I,supose after the geneml elections he will
cpme back with full vigour, provided he is
one, of those fortunate enough to be re-
tnrned. The position taken up by the
member te-night with regard to the meat
ring is perhaps a reasonable one, and I
think we must view with a certain amount
of alarm the high prices of meat retailed
in Perth to-day. I recogmise and fully
appreciate the attitude taken by the Gov-
ernment in regard to the establishment of
freezing works in the North-West. T
join .issue with members opposite when
they say that this is not a method on the
part of the. Goverpment to cheapen the
price of meat. The sole desire of the
Government in estabhshmg these works
is that those owning small pastoral hold-
ings in the North-West should he enabled
to bring their meat down to this part of
the State, and with the assistance pro-
vided by the Government, and as re-
ferred to by the Treasurer and other
Ministers, retail it at a reasonable price.
Should that effort on the part of the
Government be unsuecessful, and if it is
found in years to come that what the
Government designed for the benefit of
the people is not bearing fruit, then will

[ASSEMBLY.]

Third day.

be the time {o consider the question of
subsiding a steamer for the North-West
so as to enable the meat to be retailed in
Perth at a more reasonable price than
will obtain under the proposed new
seheme. I give the Government full sup-
port in this matter, and believe that,
in the agreement, they will securely safe-
guard the interests of the people. [Mem-
ber : Wus any request made fur the
works?] T eare nat whether a reguest
was made or not. The Government are
not placed in power for the purpose of
awaiting requests, but where they see that
an injustice is being done, or realise that
a certain work is necessary, then it is
their duty, if possible, to remove the in-
Justice or to carry out the necessary
work. 1 take it their effort in the pre-
sent instance is to endeavour to cheapen
the prices of meat in Perth, and in that
they bhave my earnest support. No
names have been mentioned as yet in con-
nection with the freezing works, but the
inference from the various speeches is
clear that those wnow c¢ontrolling the
meat supply are the men who ave going
to establish the freezing works. It does
not necessarily follow that these people
are to have a monopoly of the freezing
works, for it is open to anyone (o sub-
mit a proposal to the Government, and T
have no doubt whether those people ap-
plying are connected with the meat sup-
ply of Perth or not they will receive due
consideration at the bands of the Gov-
ernment. [Mr. Scaddan: No one ecan
live cutside the meat ring in Western
Anystralia.] Then all the more power to
the Government for making an earnest
endeavonr to rectify an injustice. In
connection with the speeches delivered so
far the greatest consideration bas been
paid to the question of the finances of the
State, and an endeavour has been made
by the Leader of the Opposition and the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson} to
point ,out to the people how very succes-
ful the Labour Party were when in power
in regard to the finances. The Treasurer
also placed his figures before the House.
I am not concerned one iota as to which
Ministry achieved the better resulis, but
I look to the financial position of last
year and find that, notwithstanding all



Address-in- Reply :
the disadvantazes the Government were
labouring under, they made a suceessful
atteinpt to square the finances. [Mr.
Holman : What disadvaotages3] The
great disadvantage of £60,000 having
been commandeered by the Common-
wealth, Had it mol been for this that
sum would have gone to the eredit of
the State, and instead of seeing an over-
expenditure of £2,000—which afier all is
an infinitesimal sum—we should have been
£58,000 to the good on the year’s trans-
actions. Every member knows well it
was never contemplated that any aection
of this kind would have taken place In
regard to the finances of this State, and
the Treasurer, when foreecasting his Es-
trates of revenue and expenditure, did
nat think that at the end of the financial
vear he would be placed in the position
of losing so large a sum of money. I do
not take exception to Federation on this
aecount, for I eclaim to be as ardent a
federalist as any man in the Common-
wealth, but the actions of certain
members of the Federal Parliament,
and particularly the actions of the
Federal Treasurer, are not such as
will help to bring these States
together, or result in the proper federal
spirit existing between them, We are all
satisfied that an old age pensions system
is a right thing to adopt, and six or seven
years ago, when seeking the suffrages
of the people, I advoeated the prineiple,
and said then 1 thought the Federal Gov-
ernment should take the matter in hand.
It has been said by some speakers that
there has been no great cry for old age
pensions in this State. If it were so
necessary that the aged poor should re-
ceive more than they do now at the hands
of the Government we wonld have had
nembers opposite advocating tie intro-
duction of the principle sowme time azo.
In eommon with the rest of the people of
Anstralia I rejoice to think that old age
pensions are coming along. The proposi-
tion placed before the Prime Minister
ahd the Federal Treasurer, with regard
to this question, by the Premiers’ Con-
fererice, was a just and equitable one.
The first thing we have to look to is that
those in power here shounld safeguard
the finaneial interests of the State. YWhat

[29 JouLy, 1908.]

Third day. 83
our Treasarer wants, and what the Pre-
mier so well fought for in Melbourne—1I
am proud of the position the Premiers
took up, for it showed their genuine sym-
pathy with old age pensions—was a

_ scheme wherehy the Federal Government

could eseape from the attitude they had
taken vp. This was that a portion of
the three-fourths which must, under the.
Counstitution, be returned, should be taken
for old age pensions, the amount being
of course based upon what would be
spent in each State. That was n fair and
reasonable proposal. I am satisfied, in
common with every member of the House
and every person in the Commonweaith,
that adequate defence should be provided
by the Commonwealth Government for
Australia. I know that these things re-
quire money, but a reasonable and sens-
ible attitude on the part of those admini-
stering the affairs of the Commonwealth
should be adopted in asking for sums of
money with which to earry out these
particular undertakings. There is nothing
so irritating as for a man to come along
and demand what he is perhaps entitled
to demand, but which would be given wp
gracefully if he approached one in a
generous and fair spirit and dealt with
the whole question in a just and proper
manner. In such eircumstances one would
go half-way, but on the other hand where
he demands it straight out, and not only
that bnt aetually takes it from yon, com-
mandeers it, a spirit of irritation is set
up, which is disastrous. In the present
case there has been a spirit of irritation,
which is proving disastrous for the Com-
monwealth, for those in power in the
Commonwealth Parliament will net go
fairly and properly into the questions to
which T have referred. [Mr. Secaddan:
Where does this Commonwealth exist ?
Catside of Australia?] T do not follow
the hon. member; the interjection is not
a sensible one. We as representatives of
the people of this State, sitting in the
State Assembly, are perhaps overshadow-
ed by those representing this Siate and
legiclating elsewhere for the ecommon
good of Australia; but all will have to
realise in the near future that something

very disastrous is going to happen to our’
State in 1910, when the Braddon Clause
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will be wiped out of existence. Now we
are depending entirely upon the  good
sense and fairness of the Commonwealth
Parliament as to what shall happen ‘to
us. Judging frem what has passed lately,
we must fully recognise that we must be
on our guard to see that we get full jus-
tice when the Braddon Clanse has passed
away. We must rémember the fact that
as far as the Surplus Revenue Aet is
concerned we have the whole of the
States of the Commonwealth with us.
‘When the Braddon Clause question comes
up we will be alone, and in making that
statement I am satisfied I am making a
fair and reasonable one. We are going
to be in a weaker position than we are in

now with tbe position that we have taken

up on the question of the Surplus Re-
venue Act. In regard to economies that
have been. effected by the Government, in
looking through the Premier’s speech we
find that during the last three years there
have been substantial economies in regard
to the administration of affairs in West-
ern Australia. These economies amount
to something like £322,000. In the Trea-
sury, aceording to the figures I bhave, the
economy has been £46,000, in the Lands
Department it has been £30,000, in the
Law Department £1,500, and in the Rail-
way Department £245,000. This is the
saving in the administration of the De-
partments as far as the last three years
are coneerned. I think we can say that
is a very good record, made in the face
of great disadvantages and many ob-
stacles. I would like to point out that
within my knowledge no concession has
been given to any combine or combina-
tion by the present Government, unless
it bhas been with the ultimate objeet of
benefiting the workers. It is perfectly
well known to hen. members opposite
what a serious matter the late timber
strike was. T did not intend to touch
upon it, but T will give you briefly my
views. - The men went to the Arbitration
Court, and they had a rate allotted to
them whieh I think was not a reasonable
rate; still, the rate was allotted to them,
and they found they could not live upoen
it. A strike ensued and the Government
intervened and granted a eoncession to the
eombine, which enabled them to pay the
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workers a reasonable rate of wages. I
do not think that concession is anything
to worry about, because it had the efect
of giving an inerease in the wages and a
fair living rate to the workers who were
engaged in the industry.  What hon.
member can take exception to that? Not
one, If the Government had not inter-
vened in this direction and seen that a
fair standard rate was paid, the result
might have been very serious. In regard
to loan expenditure we find, as stated by
the hon. member for Guildford, that so
much money has been spent on reprodue-
tive works out of loan funds. "We are
told that the” Labour Party spent out of
loan £130,000 on the rabhit-proof fence.
T give them credit for doing so, because
the money was not available from re-
venue, and if " was necessary that this
fence should be pot up. At that particu-
lar time there was more revenue in the
Stale than there is to-day, and we find
that money was expended from loan
funds on the development of agriculture,
on developing the mineral resources, and
on roads and bridges. If morey is not
available from revenwe we must expend
it from loan funds, and tax our people
to find the necessary interest for it 1
am in aeecord with hon. membérs who
urge the earrying out of as many repro-
ductive warks as posgible from revenue,
bnt T am not prepared to stanAd by if that
revenue is not forthcoming arnd see these
works go by the board. What is the posi-
tion in regard to loan expenditurey About
50 to GO per- cent. of this'is on the rail-
ways of the State, which are a mdgnifi-
cent asset; 17 per cent. on water and
sewerage. [Mr. Joknson: The percentage
is declining every year.] I am just
pointing out the position now. Harbours
and rivers 13 per cent., mineral rescurces
6 per cent., agriculture about 6 per cent,,
and publi¢ buildings 1 per cent. If hon.
members will look at the history of the
Fastern States, I venture to say there is
amuch greater percentage of loan moneys
there for public buildings than is the
case in Western Australia. I do not say
it is right but T do not see how it can be
said that we bave sinned so much in that
direction as hon. members would have us
believe. -
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My. Horan : What justificntion was
there for building the Art Gallery out of
loan funds?

Mr. EWING: I very much appreciate
the building of that gallery from loan
funds: and every man, woman, and child
will now have the opportunity of study-
ing art and improving their minds, and
it would be an excellent thing for some
hon. members to go there and improve
their minds toe. We have lisiened to
the member for Mount Margaret with ve-
gard to State hatteries. I do not intend
to follow him in that discussion, because
I do not profess to know much about the
gold mining industry, nor have I had the
opportunity of visiting the Eastern Gold-
fields and seeing the different classes of
machinery used to extract gold from the
ore. If what the hon. membei says is
true,. and if two-head batteries are not
sufficient, T have no doubt the matter will
be remedied at an early date. I would
like to say this, that I think it is admitted
thronghout Western + Australia that the
department has never ‘been so well
handled as it is to-day by the Minister
who is in charge. [Member: That is a
parrotery.] No it is not; it is perfectly
true, and everyone in’ Western Australia
I think wilt uphold the eontention. I
as a member of this House, and as a
custodian of the rights of the people, am
perfectly satisfied to leave the manage-
ment of the department it the eapable
hands of the Minister, knowing that it
will receive proper attention. I feel per-
feetly sure those prospeectors who have
come into toueh with the Minister have a
high opinion of him, and T am perfeetly
satisfied they are prepared to leave every-
thing in his hands, knowing that their
interests will be thoroughly safeguarded.
I think the hon. member has put up a
splendid reeord, and I am satisfied that
he will again secure the confidence of ihe
electors of Menzies. [Member: And
you?} Nothing would please me better
at the elections than to have some
member opposite contest the deat against
me.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member
will address the Chall', there will be fewer
interjections.
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My, EWING: What T said, Mr. Spea-
ker, was by the way, and bas no bearing
on the subject. I think there is one thing
the Moore Government are to be congra-
tulated upon, and I think not only by this
side but by the other side of the House.
I refer to the splendid development that
has taken place in the agricultural indus-
try. 1 think this has taken place solely
through the legislation that was passed
by the Premier for closer settlement of
the lands of Western Australia. Tt will
be in the memory of hon. members that
two years age an amendment to the Land
Aet was passed by this House at the
hands of the Minister for Lands, and it
has had the beneficial effect of Iargely
inereasing the settlement of the lands in
the btate It provided that an area not
exceeding 2,000 acres copld be taken up
nnder first-class conditions, 5,000 acres
under second-class, or as a grazing lease,
and also provided for progressive im-
provements, Under these conditions we
have had closer settlement, and I think
we can congratulate the Govermnent on
thai partienlar class of legislation. I

. would like tu say here, that in my opinion

what _is greatly responsible for the ad-
vaneemgnt of agriculture, is the Agrieul-
tural Bank, and the liberal .assistance it
gives to farmers. The Agriculiural Bank
has, played a great part in the develop-
ment of land, but to the present Minister
for Agriculture is due every eredit for
increasing the capital, of that bank and
giving more liberal terms to the seftler.
Is it nol splendid to eontemplate that a
man who has only £10 in the world can
secure a farm of 500 acres, and go to the
Agricultural Bank and get an advance
equal to £300 7 Al he has to do is to
clear and improve his property, and he
goes on earning his daily bread while
he is doing that.

 Mr. Jolmson: He pays more than £10
for his fees. = .

Mr. EWING : 1 repeat, every day’s
work he does.is his day’s wages.

My, Angwin: That is not the position
to-day.

Mr. EWING: It is the position to-day;
it is a position that does not obtain in any
other part of the Commonwealth; and we

have largely to thank the Minister for
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T-xeultme and the present Government
for yo liberalising the bank and waking
sueh” things possible. The Leader of the
Opposition has taken up some land, and
1 hope he will not require the assistance
of the Agricaltural Bank ; but if he
should, he will tind that he mll have much
to be tlmnkhll for te this Government.

© Mr. Bath: If you have the land cleaved,
what are you to do?

+ Mr, h\\']N(l. Then you should he in a
tair way, with a few sheep on it, to make
a living, Anyone why,is in the position of
having the land cleared should be able
fo ,make o living without diffienlty.
A goud deal has been said about large
estates along existing railway lines; but
the” pleseut (overnment are the first to
make any attempt to break up large es-
tates by the imposition of a land tax.
What is the argument of mewmbers op-
pcmte’ They say, “Tax the land and
break Ap these ldwe estates and give us
closer Settlement.” Is it not to the credit
of the Government that they have taken
the initiative in this watter? They bave
put on a land tax which does not tax the
genuine tarmer or the small holder, be-
cause theve are liberal exemptions, but
tmtes the man who holds his land and does
not improve it along railway lines. What
more can be done? If these landholders
are willing 1o pay the tax we cannot con-
fiscate their land. We ecan only impose
the tax in the hope that it will be suffi-
cient to make them subdivide their land
and se]l it at reasonable rvates. I would
like to refer to the statement of the
Leader of the Opposition with legmd to
am‘lcnltnml raillways. One would im-
agine from the hon. member’s speech that
' he is opposed to these agricultural rail-
ways. [Mr. Beth: You have a powerful
imagination.] One can only read from
the hon. member’s remarks that he is op-
posed to all the agricultural rmailways
constructed by the Government. On the
other hand we have the member for Guild-
ford saying that his Government had to
be thanked for setting the ball rolling in
the construction of these works. I think
it was ungenerons on the part of the
Leagder of the Opposition to draw any dis-

tme.hon lll regard to these railways. Is
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it not ridicalons to eall them political
railways?

Mr. Bath: I did not say any such
thing.
Mr. EWING: The hon., wember said

the land aiong these railways was taken
up for speculative purposes, and that
some people got information they should
not get and secured an advantage they
should not have seenred. But if the Lon.
member examines the charts at the Lands
Department, he will see that the Minister
for Lands tock every possible precaution
in this direction. I happen to know it
becauses wmy particular business is in the
Jand. I know that the Minister has pro-
tected every agricultural railway as far
as possible. Does not the hon. member
know that in every Railway Act passed
in this Parliament for years gone hy there
is a proviston for resnming this land at a
price not given to it by the railway, but
that obtaining before even the railway
was sanctioned by Parliament?  What
counld be fairer? What does it matter if
o man holds a milion neres of land along
a railway route? The Government can
step in and purehase them at a price not
affected by the railway. [Mr. Bath:
Within twelve  inonths.] Yes: and if the
Government are sensible thev will do so.
I helieve the Government have stepped in
amd seeured many large areas of land
traversed by these routes. Much as |
admire the member for Guildford, I can-
not conmnend him for his vemarks with
regard to what he called political rail-
ways. The hon. member knows well what
the loan authorisations were with regamdl
to railways in this State. The Loan Bill
authorised the coustruetion of railways to
Mount Magnet, Pilbarra, and to Norse-
man and the Premier has definitely pro-
mised the ecounstruction of a railway ta
Meekatharra. Yet all these railways are
in the electorates of members sitting op-
posite, Ave they political railways? If
they are political railways why were they
not given to members sitting on the Gov-
ernment side of the House? [Mr. Heit-
mann: You have not done too badly.]
T have done well: but it is only hecause
of the fact that the district T happen to
represent is such a fertile and splendid
one that it has justified the expenditure
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of Government money. The Government
have recognised this and have supplied
raitways for the district. The Leader of
the Opposition the other day particularly
mentioned the Preston Valley Railway.
[Mr. Bath: The proposed extension.]
No; ilhe Preston Valley Railway and the
proposed extension. The Preston Valley
Railway is not altogether of an agrieul-
tural nature. Sinee the coostruction of
the railway the promises made in this
Parliament by the Premier have been fully
verified. The Premier said that large
timber areas would be opened up and that
mills would be erected and that a large
number of men would he cutting sleepers
in the distriet.

Mr. Bath: T did not talk of the exist-
g railway. T talked of the extension.

Mr. EWING: I thionk it stands to the
credit of the Govermuent that they could
see so elearly what would happen. The
Premier knew the position perfeetly well,
and almost to the letter what he stated
has turned out to be the case. I backed
up the Premier on that oceasion, not be-
cause T represent the distriet, but because
1 knew perfectly well that the railway
was justified. During the last few months
we have had something like 5,300 ions of
loading over that line. Is not that a
splendid reeord for what s called an agri-
enltural railway? All the way along that
line the land is held in small aveas. The
hon. member hLas been down there re-
cently. He visiled Donnybrook, I think,
and went up the Preston Valley and saw
the settlement and the genuine work done
by those old settlers, and he would not
keep a railway from them, I am satisfied.
Yet in this House he picks out the Pres-
ton Valley Railway as one where land has
heen seecured and speculative values given
te it. .

Mr. BATH (in explanation}: I did
not; I have denied it twice, and I do not
like to be like St. Peter' and deny it
thrice, but evidently it is necessary. I
have pointed out that in my speech T
referred to the proposed extension of
the Preston Valley Railway, but the hon.
memher continnes to repeat his state-
menf. T wish he wonld accept my denial.

Mr. EWIKG: T mest” decidedly ae-
cept the hon. membér's denial, and I ve-

[29 . Juny, 1908.]

]

Third day. 87

gret that 1 bave perhaps erringly under-
stood him, but listening to his speech, his
words seemed to convey what 1 have ex-
pressed to the House. At any rate, I
will deal with that aspeet of the question
and ask why that railway should not be
extended to Boyup to benefit the people
alang the route, people the hon. member
thinks should not be benefited? If a
man has a large area of land and is im-
proving it, and if the Government have
the right to take that land at its price
prior to the building of the line, it matters
not whether the land is held in large
areas or small areas, .

Mr. Angwin: How long did they hold
tiis land before the line was proposed?

Mr, EWING: T do not know the area
to which the hon. member refers. It has
been said there are large areas taken up
for speculative purposes; but'I defy any
member to point out any area taken up
during the last two orv three years for
speeulative purposes. Certamly there is
one large aven held by the Hion. J. W.
Hackett; but I venture to say that gen-
tleman lhas put improvements on it to
the value of £10,000 to £15,000, It 1s a
pity there are unot more people in the
State prepared to spend £10 000 -
£15,000 on land. If any an has pluck
and energy and faith in Western Austra-
lia to spend that snm of money, T say,
good luck to him! We want thousands
more like hine. The whole crux of the
question is, as I pointed out before, that
even if the land through which the rail-
way will pass is held by speeulat'ors for
speculative purposes, we have in the four
corners of the Aet we have passed “the
right to purchase that land at a pnce it
held prior to the sanction being given to
that veilway. Is not that sufficient to
protect the interests of the State? Seo
we need not quarrel as to who holds the
land. I congratulate the Government on
the development of the North-West.
Without wearying the House, I wish to
sav that it bas always given me the
greatest pleasure in the world to support
anything in that direction, Speaking
to-night, the member for Mount Margaret
seemed to pride himself on the fact that
he had opposed the Pilbarra Railway.
He seemed to think that there shounld be
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a subsidised steawer te put machinery
and goods and stores on the wharf at Port
Hedland, and that this would develop the
country. It was a most ridiculous state-
went to make. How are they going to
get the goods across the desert if this
railway is not built? It is a good thing
a railway is to be built there, and it has
my hearty support: In my opinion the
future policy of the Government is not
8 ‘‘mark-time”’ poliey, though members
sitting on the opposite side of the House
have said to-night that the Premier, in
reeognising the seriousness of the posi-
tion, is practlcallv going to mark time.
The Premier pointed out to-night, as
every man should point out, his earnest
desire and the determination of the Gov-
ernment to safeguard the State so far as
the finances of the State are concerned,
but yet not lose faith in the, State. Read
the policy speech thmugh and find what
the Government are going to do when
they come back to power, which is, of
course, a foregone conclusion, They are
going t¢ open the agricultural land of
this State, north, south, east and west.
[Mr. T. L. Brown: Do you believe that?]
I do believe it. We have the evidence of
what they have done in the pasi. They
have already constructed about 200 miles
of railway lines, and they have another
hundred or so under econstruction, while
they have promised in their poliey. speech
to construet railway lines to a thousand
miles. That is a poliey that has my firm
endorsement. [Mv. T. L. Brown: Tt is
a _very promising one.] There is. no pro-
mise about it, the Government are good
performers, They are not prepared to
promise what they cannot perform: and
if to earry .out this poliey it is necessary
to borrow money, we should do so. Of
course, as I have said befare to-might, I
am quite at one with members opposite
in endeavouring ta do as much as we ean
from revenue, but T would not retard the
progress of this State for, one moment be-
cause of any. fear of a horrowing policy.
T would myself borrow two or; three mil-
lions to-morrow in order to hring people
to Western Australia. I think .it has
been recognised by those who have studied
the . history of - Western Australia and
marked the times that have gone by, that
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pevple have gone 60 miles beyond rail-
way lines and tried to develop their land.
Then is it vot right that the Government-
should give these people every encourage-
ment by following them up with railway
lines? T feel sure the Governmént will
go ahead in their poliey notwithstanding
the difficulties in their way, and that they
will suceeed, becanse we have only to
teavel Western Adstralia ouiside the city
—and ‘that is improving too—to see signs
of pragress from one end to the other.

All the agricultural portions of thé State
are progressing, and the Government are
certainly in good odour in those distriets.
The people fully recognise it and have
sufficient faith in this wonderful territory
wé have inberited. 1 believe that the
holder emr policy the more we will have
the approbation of the people and the
more secure the Government will he in
thé position ‘they now oecupy. There is
ane other point on whieh T would like to
make a few remarks. I appreciate some
of the remarks of the member for Guild-
ford with regard to the Rallway Depart-
ment, Last session I moved for the tail-
ways to be placed 1inder Muustena] eon-
trol.

Mr. Bolion: And you were bluffeﬂ by
a promise, or the motion wounld have been
¢arried.

Mr. EWING: Does the hon. member
dare to say that I was bluffed? The bon.
member kbnows that nobody ‘ever bluffed
me, T moved that the railways shonld be
placed under Ministertal control, and I
thought T would have carried the motion
in the House.

Mr, Bolton: So you would have.-

Mr. EWING: YWhy did not thé hon.
member see that I had a majority?

Mr. Bolton: T would have done so had
it not been for the Minister.

Mr. FAVING: We have to abide h¥
the decision of the majority. The
majority decided that the railways should
be placed vnder a Commissioner;
and I as 3 member of this House must
certainly abide by the decision of the
majority, whether I agree with them or
not. I did pot agree with the Govern-
ment on that oeeasion, and T did oot re-
frain from telling them so. T ¢ongratulate
the Parliament on having largely liber-
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alised the Act controlling the Commis-
.sioner of Railways, who has not such
great powers as he had previously. The
Minister has more responsibility now, and
the Governor-in-Council ecan veto any-
thing the Commissioner does. I do not
think any such serious thing as has hap-
pened in the past will occur again. As
to the appointment of Mr. Short, he
seems to be a very fair-dealing man, and
be bas exercised very great care during
the past twelve months. He has largely
improved the rallway service, and T have
greater confidence in him than I had in
his predecessor. Although I do not be-
lieve in the Commissioner system, I shall
give him support so long as he does not
depart from the paths of reetitude. I
regret that it should be said that in the
railway serviee there are men receiving
‘as low a wage as 6s. 6d. a day. I have
lwa.vs advocated that there should he a
minimum wage of 8s. No matter where
I sit, I shail always voice the opinion that
the minimum rate should be 8s. a day, for
it is little enough for any man in Wes-
tern Australia to live on, if he desires to
live decently. I have advocated that
tight throngh my career. I hope legis-
lation will be introduced to secure that
advantage to the railway workers-so that
those who now receive & less wage than
8s. a day will receive the minimum of 8s.
T am not perfectly satisfied what men are
getting Gs. 6d. a day; who they are or
what they are, I do not know whether they
are boys or men; but if they are able-
bedied men who are working for a living,
and probably have families to support
then less than 8= a day is not sufficient
to Yive on. T hope the Government will
see, while there is so much talk of a sur-
plus in the railways—£245,000 in three
years—that no ene in the service is get-
ting anything but what is a fair and
reasonable wage. . T am not saying this
because the elections are eoming on. Mem-
bers who have followed my carger and
hstened to my utteranees, if they were
worth listening to at all, W111 find that on
every oceasion when I have spoken, and
whenever 1 have asked for the eonfidence
of the electors, T have practically pledged
myself to a minimum wage of 8s. a day.
In conelusion T will say T would liké to
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see this saving of £245,000 ip three years
—something approaching £100,000 a year
—directed towards a reduction of freights.
1 hold, and always shall hold as long as X
represent any constituency in the State,
that the railways are for the benefit of
the people and for the development of the
State. I do not thing there should be any
profit from the railways placed to the
consolidated vevenue, All that the rail-
ways should be asked to do is to pay in-
terest and sinking fund, and any surplus
should he given to those people living on
the goldfields who have  to pay heavy
freights and u high cost of living. Tt
should be devoted to the development of
the agrienltural industry and the mining
industry; especially in regard to one in-
dustry whichk I happen fo represent and
which T think T have voieed in this House
pretty often, the coal industry. I have
not wearied fthe House with it to-night,
and T did not intend to mention it; but
perhaps it would not be chatacter:stm of
me to eonclude a speech without some re-
ference to it. I am going to say that it is
pleasing for me to be able to say on the
floor of the House that great progress has
been made in that mdush'y People have
invested their money in that industry
and have looked outside the Government
for support, not cIependmg so much on
the Ciovernwent order, althongh I am
pleased to say the uldnstry has received
80 per cent. of the Government order. I
do not think fhat is su fficient ; I think
it should be 100 per eent. I think the
Government should see that nothing but
Collie coal is used on the railways. aid T
hefieve this will be done in the future, It
must be glatlfymtr to know that we have
secured a large amount of oversea trade.
As mueh as 800 to 1,000 tons of coal have
been exported in a week: and in looking
at the report I see that the output of the
Collie field is moing on satisfactorily. That
is largely due to the liberal treatment the
industry has received at the hands of the
Government, and on behalf of the people
engaged in that industry I am sinecerely
thankful to the Government. There was
a stage in the history of the Collie coal
industry which was not bright; but that
stage has been passed, and with a redune-
tion of freights for the export of coal. as
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for the export of flour and timber, there
will be a huge industry in the Collie centre.
I ean only conc¢lude by saying that I hope
after the elections are over that all of us
will meet agnin and have as happy ses-
sions as we have had in the past.

Mr. J. A. 8. STUART: I move, “That
the debhate he adjonrned.”
Motion put and negatived.

Mr. T. A. 8. STUART (Leonora): On
the enly previcus oceasion that I made a
few remarks on the Address-in-Reply, T
ventuved the opinion, in all hamility, that
in a large extent it was a waste of time.
Although on the present occasion T feel
called upon to address myself to the some-
what dry Speech agzain, T do so onder this
compulsion, that according to the signs
and portents, if one does not speak on
this oceasion there is not much possibility
of speaking at al] during the preseni ses-
sion. While we are discussing the Speech
whieh "the present Adminisiration have
put into the mouth of His Excellency, T
may say there is very litfle of a promis-
ing natwe and very littHe of a praetieal
nature contained in it. YWe have not any
indieations of the future intentions of the
Government: therefore we are compelled
to fall back on a criticism of their past
actions.  And it is no doubt a change from
the manner in which they have been pass-
ing bouquets to one another when members
on this (Opposition) side have to point
out a little on the other side of the ledger.
I would have been pleased had the Gov-
ernment given some indreation of their
desires o1 infentions to carry out anything
like a" continuity of their past policy, for
there are many subjects which have heen
prominently forward in the Government
platform previously which are altogether
irnored or dropped ont of sight on the
present oecasion.  That being so, there
is nothing left to wo on exeept to point
ont the faults and omissions in the past
of the Administration and to draw from
that emenlsion what is likely to be the
attitade of the Government in the futuve.
In passing T wonld like to say from read-
ing the Speecl'one would be likely to
receive the impression that the prospecis
ave bright throughont the State, T think
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there is not a very large amount of room
for eongratulation on that point, and I
think the greatest criticism that can be
levelled against that impression is the poor
reception that this State obtained in the
loan market vecently. If any ecriticism
were needed, I think that wonld be a
strong reason indeed for relieving our
minds of the impression given in the
Speech that prosperity is prominent
throughount the State at the present time.
There is no rveason to congratulate our-
selves on the reception we obtained in the
loan market. This is no time for flattery.
We should look our position fairty and
squarely in the face and acknowledge
that we do not stand well where we look
for our finanees.  There have been a
great many protesintions on the part of
Ministers of their desire fo square
the finanees of the State; but I think the
citation of n few figrures will prove that
whatever the attempt has been that at-
tempt has proved lamentable. The fin-
ances are very far from squared, and give
no great hope of being better in the near
future. There have been may features
during the past reeess which call for a
little comment and perhaps a little hostile
criticism. The near approach of the
elections, I thought, would have in the
ordinary course of events precluded Min-
isters being so prolific or verbose in their
promises as they have heen of late. We
hear the Minister for Mines throunghont
the country making great promises to
assist prospectors; and as I am repre-
senting a goldfields constituency I am
tempted to devote myself prominently to
that phase of ecurrent politics. The
amount of eneouragement that has been
given to the mining indnstry has no doubt
been cousiderable; but it must be ad-
mitted on all hands that the encourage-
ment has been distributed very injn-
diciously. On many occasions when pro-
spectors have been entitled to a little en-
couragement they have not got it; and
there have beem many oceasions when
people who have no claim to assistance
have received it. Even the Minister
himself must admit that to some extent
to be the case. We have seen prospectors

given onfits and going out who possibly

had no knowledge of mining; and on the
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other hand there have been those who
have received assistance through perhaps
their pertinacity or through being able
to get a little more influence than those
mot receiving assistance had, There has
been u large amount of talk about’ the
unit mills and the disastrous failures at
Linden. [t the Minister is wise, he would
be largely guided by the statement of the
case sent forth by the prospeciors there.
At the same time, I think there should be
a very striet investigation so that it eould
be proved definitely whether these mills
are to be of any ufility or disearded as
useless for the work they are expected to
do. At Linden, T am told by prospectors,
that the amount of gold in the tailings
iz altogether out of proportion to what
it should be. That is at onee an accusa-
tion against the eapacity of the mill,
against its worth for gold saving. As io
the working of the screens and the blow-
out of the oil engine, such matters shounld
be subjected to severe investigalion so
that the people responsible for the inven-
tion of the mills should be able to give
the machinery a fair trial with efficient
attendance. Apart from that, it is under-
stood that the wills, even though ecapable
of saving gold, could not do so to such an
extent as to wake it possible for, or to
Justify the prospectors in, continuing to
work their properties. T trust thai, in
the interests of the people in the hack-
country who are dependent upon the con-
tinnance of the industry, and in the in-
terests of the prospeetors themselves who
have saddled themselves with machinery,
and who in the event of wmatters not
turning out right will have to leave the
localities, farther investigations will he
made hefore any additional plants are
erected. There are many features in eon-
neetion with this assistance to prospectors
that nust' appeal very strongly to anyone
representing a goldfields econstituency,
and the Minister will give members on
this side of the House credit for sup-
porting him in .any step he may take,
which will have the effect of improving
the position of the prospectors in the

back country. If the Minister to-morrow
put forward to the country some new
scheme, or.suggested the establishment of
new machinery, which wonld make it pos-
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sible for some of the abandoned localities
to be reworked, he would find no appre
generous sapport, and would receive no
greater eredit than from members on this
side of the House. Those of us who
know these men and vealise what they
are striving for in the back country,
knowing as we do that they are working
hard te make a living ont of such plaves
as Linden, would give even our opponents
eredit tor any effective nethod of in-
ereasing the gold output.  Those avho
have lived and worked with the prospee-
tors in the last 14 years will agree with
me in this. Another item in this gun-
uection was braught to my mind when
listening 'tn the Treasurer last mvht,
when he said there was no very great
desire in the Stafe for the institution .of
0ld age pensions. So far as the mining
inc'lustr_v' is. concerned there lias been a
great outery for the institution of a worn-
out miners’ fond. I know of nothing at
the present time of so much hmportance
in the mining industry as the taking of
action with regard to the institution of
this fund, so that people who have worked
in uuhealthy and unwhelesome condltmns,
and whose lives and health have beeu en-
dangered thereby, should have something
to look forward to. Members will agree
with me that it is a terrible position for
a miner to find himself in, after working
verv hard from childhood to middle age
then to be told by a doctor that le is rmt
fit to go below any more, and must find
a new avenue of labour. “What chance
lias & man who has been a miner all his
life to obtain other employment, eonﬂlder-
ing the present state of the labour’ inhar-
ket? 1 would have been very pled.secr'to
Lear mention by the Minister for Mines,
in one of his many *“‘promising” etpe'di-
tions, of an intention on his part to in-
stitute this fund. While the Treasurer
referred to the fact that there Las been
no great demand for old age pensions, he
overlooked the persistent demand ow the
fields for this fund. With regard to the
admiuistration of the Mines Department
and the aceidents in mines, we must ad-
mit that the list of fatalities is increasing
to an appalling extent, and I think there
is reason to believe the inspection is not
as careful as it might be. As a result
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many accidents ocenr which might be
avoided. It it not possible perbaps to
bring about a condition of mining inspec-
tions which would prevent aceidents in
toto, but there is room for a great deal of
improvement in that respect, and especi-
ally in regard to investigations which are
made concerning fatal aceidents. I will
bring under the notice of the Minister a
case which oecurred in the North, for it
goes to show there is a very slack method
in vogue in connection with holding in-
vestigations. A man was injured in the
Bellevae mine, Sir Samuel, and died
three days afterwards, and he was buried
without an inquest having been held.
This sort of thing does not tend to give
one confidence in the administration of
the Act. Whatever the faults of the Act
as an Act may be, the administration
conld, I think, be greatly improved upon.
‘Whenever an accident oceurs which ends
fatally an inguest shonld be held. It is
not right 1o the relatives of the deceased
that the body should be buried without
the usual investigation. I trust that what-
ever has been the custom in the past in
this respect such a state of things will
not be allowed to coutinue in the foture.
Apother item to which I wish to refer in
connection with the administration of the
Department is what may be termed the
Brimage case at Malecolm. It is a some-
what complicated case, and I think the
facts should be made publie in the in-
terests of the workers concerned. As
perhaps members know, the Hon. T. F,
Brimage was granted a permit to drive
an engine for six months on econdition
that he would present himself for ex-
aminatign. I have no doubt had be not
sueceeded in passing the examination the
term might have been extended, and none
would have taken serious exception to it,
but the point is that this gentleman, trad-
ing presumably on his position as a mem-
ber of the Legislature, did not present
himself, and in spite of the fact that he
was summoned for breaches of the Mines
Regulation Ac¢t he was granted an addi-
tional term withont ever having pre-
sented himself for examipation. Per-

haps to some member$ the position is not
clear. but when I'state the examination
which has to bhe undertaken before a man
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may become a certificated engine-driver
is the most severe and searching in any
of the States in the Commonwealth, they
will see there iz something radically
wrong, and something requiring exposure
where such a state of things is allowed to
occur, Not only was the additional term
granted to this gentleman without his
having presented himself for examina-
tion, but when be was sned for breaches
of the Act, instructions were sent to the
Mines inspector who had laid the charges
to ask simply for a nominal penalty.
Had this gentleman been on the engine
and a serious accident occurred, perhaps
the position would have been made plain
not only to members of the House but
also to members of the public. [Mr.
Taylor :  Accidents did oecur.] Not
serious aecidents, or ones leading to
loss of life, but they were serious
enough, and I am justified in ask-
ing for a definite statement to be
made by the Minister on this point.
With regard to certain other matters that
have been dragged into this, I understand
it is not the intention of the Minister to
make these papers available,

" The Minister for Mines: What?

Mr. STUART: 1 understand it is not
the intention of the Minister to make
these papers available.

The Minister: YWhy do you understand
that?

Mr, STUART: Well, I will accept the
hon. Minister's assurance.

The Minister: 1 never said T would
not.

Mr, STCART: I said I understood it.
If the Minister says he will place the
papers on the table, I will withdraw the
statement. With regard to other matters
that have been dragged into this debate.
as far as the Amalgamated Certificated
Engineers and Drivers’ Association versus
the legislator is concerned, I am willing
to take a part; as far as the Inspector of
Mines versus the mine or the mine mana-
ger is concerned. I am also willing to take
a part: but sinece this case cropped up
there are so many things attached to it,
accusations, reeriminations, and counter
accusations, that T do not wish to go
farther than ask for the production of the
papers of Beaumont versus Brimage. I
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am sorry to say the officials of the Mines
Department up there, the mines inspector,
the registrar, and the inspector of ma-
chinery, are not sufficiently unanimous
among themselves, and there does not
exist among them that esprit de corps
which shonld do away with acensations
and reeriminations. A sample is this,
that Beaumont bas been charged by one
of his fellow-officers with the heinous
¢rime of having discussed the Brimage
case with me in a railway carriage. I
wish to give that a denial. T as member
for that distriet, representing the interest
of the workers, asked to look after the
case, elaim that T had a perfect right to
diseuss it with any Government official
of the State.  This will show the Mini-
ster, I think, just the extent of the har-
mony that exists in some of his branch
departinents. It is lameuntable that one
Government officer shonld lay such a
charge against another; and if Beau-
mont desired to consult me at any time
and at any place on this question, I had
the vight to make myself available to him.
Rut there was no disenssion, except, meet-
ing lhe gentleman 6n the railway plat-
forin and mentioning certain faets in con-
nection with the matter. I trust we will
hear something with regard to this case
from the Minister. Tt has been said that
certain  very suspicious speeches were
mitde al the court when that case was
dealt with. One of them was to the effect
that the legislator was closeted with the
warden of the distriet who was about to
try the case. for some time previously to
the hearing of the ease. This is not a
desirable thing. The warden shouid Te-
frain from this kind of thing. It is not
likely to lead us to have eonfidence in the
administration of the warden’s court or
the Mines Department, I think I have
said sufficient on that phase, seeing that
the Minister has disavowed any intention
of withholding the papers.

The Minister for Mines: T wounld like
to know why vou said I was likely to with-
hald the papers.

Mr. STUART: T have an imaginative
brain, and T ean look a little way ahead.

The Minister for Mines: You certainly
did not ask me for the papers.
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Mr. STUART: No, I did onot. I
simply had the motion written out for
months, to get some ventilation on this
subject as quickly as possible; and if I
made a wrong deduction, I have not done
much harm. However, I am satisfied for
the preseni. With regard to some more
items in the Mines Department, we have
heard talk about encouragement to the
people to make low-grade shows pay. In
Kalgoorlie, water is given to the Great
Boulder mine at 1s. 6d. a thousand gallons
for sluicing purposes, that is for pumping
away the slimes; yet another mine in the
same vicinity where they are making less
than 3dwts. pay, the Department are
charging more—I do not know the exaet
figures. 1 would like to say that on the
Hannans Reward mine at Mount Char-
lotte, where less than 3dwt. is being made
to show a profit, they are being charged
more {han the Great Boulder, which every-
one knows is the bonanza of Western
Australin. And the manager of Hannans
Reward, who as well as being a capable
and efficient mapager is a bit of a humor-
ist, sugeests that seeing the Great Boulder
is being given water at 1s. 6d. a thousand
gallons, he also is quite prepared to do
what they do, that is, let it run to waste
as the Great Boulder people do.

The Minister for Works: You
wrong there.

Mr. STUART: The Great Boulder
mine is getting water for ls. 6d. a thou-
sand gallons for pumping away its dump,
and other mines, I feel sure, are quite
willing to do the same.

The Minister for Works:
ing away the residues?

Mr. STUART: Why the Great Bounlder
should get water for 13, 6d. a thoumsand
gallons, and other mines have to pay
more, I do not know.

The Minister for Works: Do the other
mines wanf {¢ pump residues away too?

Mr. STUART: 1 ean safely claim as
far as the Minister for Works is con-
cerned that I do not think he would know
residues even if he saw them.

The Minister for Works: You have
been guessing all sorts of things to-night.

Mr. STUART: It is one of the great-
est blemishes on the Works Department
and the Mines Department, that low-grade

are

For pump-
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shows should be penalised in this way.
Beecanse a mine is showing a profit, is it
to he penalised another 1s. 3d. a thousand
gallons? If that is the method by which
the mining industry is to be encouraged it
is time the people knew it, and then we
would see if they would throw the same
number of bouquets at the Minister wkile
un tour. This is the position as far as the
encouragement to mining is concerned.
If the Minister for Works and the Mini-
ster for Mines ean get away from these
faets 1 will give them eredit forit. It
is not right that these low-grade shows
should be penalised in that direction.
[The Minister for Warks: They are not.]
I think about the first day I was sitting
here there was a debate with regard to
an explosion ihat took place at the Sons
of Gwalia mine. The debate I think
was on a report of a select ecommittee
which had been appointed previously
to my entering this House. After a
long discusston a resolution was carried
that immediate attention and aection on
the part of the department were neces-
sary in that ease. T think there were
certain features in connection with that
explosion that in the light of recent events
could very well have been made public at
that time: but I wish partieularly to refer
to this, that though this House went to
the expense of appoeinting a select com-
mittee, and although when the report came
to hand the Hlouse went to the trouble of
diseussing it und flogging it to tatters and
of carrying a resclution, nothing has been
heard from 1406 to the present in relation
to the explosion. It was only hy the
merest chance it was not one vf the mosi
disastrous explosions in the country. Had
it oceurred five minutes earlier, when the
men were changing shift there would bave
heen a heavy death roll. But it is throw-
ing contempt on the House not paying
attention to a resolution of the House; it
is flonting the decision of the House to
ignore and practically disregard instine-
itons contained in that resolutivn carried
at lhe latter end of 1906. In the same
connection a fact that has since been made
public is that of the two boilers there the
one that blew ont was nof the worse. The
other boiler has sinee heen condemned by
the engineer on the Sons of Gwalia, after
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having been passed and given a certificate
by the inspector of machinery. To those
not engaged in the industry this may not
seeln momentons, but it is a very serious
indietment indeed that the inspector of
machinery should pass a boiler which lhe
engineer an the wine himself condemns
afterwards, It is also a most serious
eondition of affairs that in the notes and
records of the Gwalia mine it was under-
stood that the boiler that blew ont was not
in the worse condition, that there was
another boiler in a still worse condition
that has since been condemned. This is
a matiter that should be kept in mind.
The department are lisble to severe cen-
sure for having disregarded the expression
of opinion by this House on that oceasion.
Now, in regard to a matter mentioned by
the Minister to-day in answer to a2 ques-
tion I put, that is the dispute between the
Gambier Lass party and the State battery
at Pig Well, there is also disclosed a most
remarkable state of affairs. On one ocea-
siont prior to Christmas the holders of the
Gambier Lass were engaged in a elean-up,
and from information received they were
given a hint that on previous oceasions
there was a certain receptacle in connee-
tion with the bhattery that had not been
cleaned up; the elevator pit had not been
cleaned up. In the reply given by the
Minister to-day he has given us to under-
stand that whatever acenmulation was in
that pit had been accumulating ever since
the battery started, for the simple reason
that there is no record of its having been
cleaned up until Kelly and Penny, acting
on information received, cleaned it up.
The inference is that the receptacle was
heing eleaned up withont the knowledge
of the battery manager. Tbhis is a most
serions charge to make, bat it is necessary
to make it. These people, knowing they
were not getting a fair deal, took the law
mto their own hands and cleaned up the
elevator pit and got amalgam valued at
£40.

The Minister for Mines: As we have
had it, the value was £28.

Mr. STUART: They gave me that esti-
mate of the value, but we will say £28,
and that is even too large an item to go
astray. . I ask the Minister if he believes
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that the £28 has been accumulating from
the start of the battery,

The Minister for Mines: I understand
that it is from the 7,000 tons crushed,

Mr. STUART: I would like, under the
same civeumstances, to have a clean-up of
that pit onee a month. It is plain on the
surface, the management of the battery
was so slack that the prospectors there
were being practically robbed, until they
took this method of bringing their griev-
ance before the publie. I regret of course
it is not possible to get restitution made.
Tortunately Kelly and Penny are not im-
poverished by this injostice, but it is a
high-kanded aetion on the part of the
(jovernment to close down on that sum,
and that it should be in the Treasury when
it should be in the pockets of the hard-
. working prospectors.

The Minister for Mines: Does it not
seem a high-handed action on their part
on that oceasion?

Mr. STUART: T think there are ocea-
sions when it is necessary to take un-
authorised action. 1 suggest that if they
were entitled {v the amalgam. they were
justified in taking it; but if on the other
hand they were not entitled to it, then it
was open to the Crown Law Department
to prosecute themn for stealing it. I re-
gret there was any middle course taken.
It is one of those things that show up very
vividly the injustice under which the pro-
speetors labour, and it discounts to a great
extent many of the protestations that have
been made as to the desire of the present
Governinent and the Minister for Mines to
encourage mining in the back country, I
had the pleasure of pgoing through the
Kalgoorlie School of Mines the other day.
I enjoyed it, and was much intevested as
well as instimeted. T think it is a most
excellent institution, but I was surprised
to find that a tennis court had been built
there for the staff. [The Minister for
Mines: For the staff9] I know it is there,
that is all T know, but I would ask is the
country to have comic opera mining, when
£150 or £140 is to be spent for a tennis
court in conneetion with the School of
Mines and ont-back prospectors eannot
get £5 spent to give them conveniences,
cannot get a subsidy at all in many in-
stances, and cannot get what the law
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allows them? It is time this sort of thing
is stopped. We can do without tennis
courts for a time.

The Minister: We will be putting up
a tennis court at the Gwalia State hotel.

Mr. STUART: If the Mines Depart-
ment are bound down to tennis courts, of
course I suppose we will have to let them
go. At any rate I seize this opportunity
of giving these criticisms of the Mines
Department in front of the Minister. I
have made them when we have been a
gond many miles apart; but as I have not
a motor at my command and have to work
for my living in recess, it is not possible
for me to keep pace with the Minister on
his flying expeditions, and I would not
like to be accused of making a speech
behind- the Minister's back that T would
not make when be is present. This being
the only oceasion when we may be face
to face, I am giving the Minister a few
eriticisms of bis department that should
be of benefit to him in the future. I am
sory to say I was not in Parliament in
1904-5, so that I am not in a position to
draw comparisons with regard to whal
happened then, and what is happening
now; hut I admire the attitude taken up
by the member for Guildford, in saying
that the present Administration should
not excuse themselves by pointing out the
errors nade during 1904-5. It would be
far better to profit by those errors and to
show a cleaner and better administrative
system, if possible; but to be always
harping and comparing what happened
then with what js happening now: I have
no intention of indulging in that. To
benefit by the errors of the past is about
all we ean do, and that is about
the light in which I view it
With regard io the retrenchmeni in the
railways, we have heard it said there is
no sweating. I have made the statement
elsewhere and have been eriticised by the
Minister for making it. I mentioned three
items in conneetion with the railways to
prove that something in the nature of
sweating is going on. One is an instance
where a junior porter on the goldfields was
in receipt of Os. 6d. a day. He stood
it as long as he could, and then left and
started something else. He started as a
tiotel porter, and said he was sorry that
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he did not go there before. - If the at-
tractiveness of the Railway Department
is less than the attractiveness of the posi-
tion of hotel porter, or of a hotel billet, it
does not say much for the Government as
an employer. This is a case where a full-
grown man, rated as & porter, was asked
to live on 6s. 6d. a day on a goldfield. I
would like some of the people who have
been showing their approval of the Gov-
ernment to make an effort to see if they
could live in any sort of civilization at all
on that large amount per day.

The Minister for Railways: Perhaps
he had not passed the ordinary exami-
nation, .

Mr. STUART: I do not think that
6s. 6d. a day for anyone ovér the age of
12 or 14 years is a fair thing. With re-
gard to the flying gangs, the treatment
meted out to the men on these gangs is
altogether unfair, it has been deseribed
as deplorable. These men are supposed
to attend to long lengths, anything be-
tween 20 and 30 miles, and although they
may be away, they are rated as being at
home always. They are a very hard-
working body of men, and entitled to
larger remuneration on that aecount. It
is absnrd to rate them as being in camp
when they may bé 30 miles away from
their camp. I am inclined to wonder at
times as to where 1s the humanity of the
authorittes who conderun these men to
this sort of living.  Another item to
which I have referred and have been
severely criticised for is in regard to the
long hours worked by some of the officers
of the Railway Department, and T eonld
give examples where men are worked 12
and 15 hours a day. It may be urged that
they are not working hard all the time.

The Minister for Railways: Where

are men working 15 hours a day?
Mr. STUART: Some of the station-
masters on the Northern line.

The Minister for Railways: Name the
places.

Mr. STUART:- These men work 12
and 15 hours. Tt is necessary for them to
be on duty. It may be they are not work-
ing all the time, but thiy have to he
there
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Mr. Scaddan: They have to do 15
hours a day all the year to get 14 days'
leave in the year.

Mr STUART: We have had an ex-
ample in Vietoria of what long hours
meant, for we are satisfied I believe that
the Braybrook disaster was attribotable
to the long hours and hard work. The
time may come when thig State may have
to foot a bill, and have to lament the loss
of good citizens. It is just as well to
sound a note of warning: and if the Mini-
ster does not know these things are going
on it is just as well we shonld inform him.
If these men are evil enough to come to
us with these complaints without being
able to prove them, I am ¢uite willing to
suggest they should be penalised in some
way for doing it.

The Minister for Railways: Give me
the names of the stations where these
long hours are worked.

Mr. STUART: These statements have
been madé to me, and my knowledge of
the people who have made them justifies
me in saying there is ground for the state-
ments. I certainly wonld not be a party
to bringing these matters forward if I
were not convinced the men have some
grievanee. In the Railway Department
also we bave been told over and over again
that there is no sweating going on. I will
give a few examples. We are told that
there are no repairs remaining in abey-
ance. Anyone who keeps his eyes opén
when travelling will be able to deny
that statement. There are repairs which
should be done and which were in course
of heing done; now they are being neg-
lected. and these helated repairs will cost
more than if they are done now., This
15 patent to anyone who travels, especially
on the suburban lines here. A eriticism
of the various depariments I suppose is
a critieism of the Government as a whole.
I would pass on to say a little as to the
sweating that exists in some of the Gov-
ernment hospitals. That also has been
denied, but complaints on all hands are
received from nurses in hospitals that the
hours are not as they shounld be, and the
treatment is not what it should be; and
these nurses have every reason to look to
the House for some redress. T know of
instances that could be given where young
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ladies who have adopted nursing as a
profession are so discouraged and dis-
heartened hy thé long hours they have
to work, that they have started working
in hotel bars rather than put up with the
long hours in the hospitals. If the highly
honourable and worthy profession of
nursitig is'to be disearded for work in an
hotel, it leads ns to reflect that this is no
credit on those in charge of, the institn-
tions. I know it to be an absolute fact
that in some instances the nurses are un-
able to stand the long lours, and have
gone to hotels, rather than puf up with the
long hours they are asked to work in the
hospitals. | With regard to some. of the
administrative work in the varicus de-
partments during the past recegs, I think
with regard to the administration of the
Electoral Act theve is room for a great
deal of eomplaint. Last session we heard
A great deal from the. Ministerial side of
the House with regard to the desire to
place people on the rolls. As an instance
of the great evidence of this desire I
would like to cite ]ust two, Faets. One is
that on one, oeeasion when travelling
through the back country I ecalled in at
a police station where a sergeant was in
charge: I asked him if he could supply
electoral claim forms, and found to my
smrprise that he did not know what they
were. 1When I showed him one he said
he thought he had seen some previously,
but there were not any about the premises
at that time, That is a very serious posi-
tion indeed, and dozens of people might
have been defrauded of their. ehance of
becoming enrolled as electors. On another
oceasion bundles of ¢laim forms had been
sent forward, and when the supplementary
roll came to hand the names were not en-
rolled. On making investization it was
found that these forms were carefully
packed up in the local registrar’s office,
and instead of the duplicates being sent
to the head office these had been. kept at
the local office, and would never have been
heard of unless investigations had been
made, This goes to prove that the ad-
ministration of the Aet is not what it
should be, and diseounts the profestations
last session to bave people envolled nnder
the new Aet. Another item which is very
suggestive indeed in this covinection oc-
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curred at Lawlers, where certain people
applied to be enrolled as electors of the
roads board, giving a§ their qualification
that they dined in the mess room of the
mine. The 1oads board rejected those
claims. They put in the same eclaim as
voters for the Legislative Council, and to
their astonishment they received the Upper
House franchise on a qualifieation which
was not good enongh to.get them a roads
board vote. If this. is not reducing the
electoral system to n faree and bringing
it into contempt I do not know what it
is, I hope we are not likely to see any
other instance such as that. We have
heard a good deal of the.prospects, and
I think before long it will be necessary
for a good many drastic changes to take
place. The first efforts should be
made in curbing the encouragement
and gmwth and increase of combines.
If we want this,State to, rival the worst
of  the ﬁllbps‘t_e;'mg States of the United
States, .we_have only to encourage these
corporations and allow them a free hand
to continue as they .have been doing in
the past. If the Governmen{, in dealing
with this question, made any effort which
we could regard as sincere to cope with
this question, then’ despite the hostility
we feel on this side of the House towards

“them, we would give them credit for their

actions and would be generous enough to
support them. When we look at the rings
which have formed here, from firewood
to meat, we surely must be seized with a
full appreciation of the seriousness of
the position. = As to the meat ring, it
has been stated here that the granting of
£35,000 for the freezmg works in the
\Torth West will result in cheapening the
price of meat. It must be pretty well
known to members that the transit of
meat from the North-West to Perth is
as great a problem as the freezing works
problem.. All the room on the boats,
trading from the North-West,.is taken up
for two years abead, and it will be under-
stood how ridiculous is the assertion that
the small producer in the North-West
wonld have an equal chance with the
squatters, who have all the boats chartered
and monopolised. That an exorbitant
price i§ béing charged for meat will ‘e
admitied on all hands, and as an indica-
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tion of the immense profit made by the
ring, I would cite one case which oecurred
recently on the fields. This was in con-
nection with a rvetail buicher. T have
very great sympathy with the retail but-
chers, as they are really hard working
men, witheut much eapital, and are prac-
tically under the thumb of the wholesale
houses, combines, or weat rings, which-
ever they may be termed. This butcher
in question, having been doing business
with the wholesale butchers for a con-
siderable time, discovered that he was
doing no good, that he was working very
hard but was only suceeeding in getting
into debt, He discovered that he was in
debt to the wholesale hutehers for £700.
He went to the latter who, apparently in
a moment of mental aberration, admitted
to him that even if he never paid the
£700, yet the high prices they had
charged him previously for his supplies
would leave them on the right side of
the ledger. These unfortunate retail
butchers are in a dreadful position, for
they are ground beiween two forces. On
the one hand there is the customer growl-
ing at them for the high price of meat,
and on the other hand the wholesale but-
cher grinding them down. They are like
the people in the Seriptures who were
between the two mill-stones. It is the
business of the Government to take what-
ever course lies within their power, to put
an end to the appalling state of affairs,
and especially to deal with this meat com-
bine. Tt has heen said there is ne meat
ring. but I vemember the time when it
first came into operation here. On many
occasions people have come forward with
capital to invest in the industry, but the
combine always seems to swallow them
up, just as a snake swallows a frog.
None seemed able to stand against it;
and it will be necessary for someone hete
to start out as the President of the
United States has done on a trust-burst-
ing expedition. There is nothing that will
bring more kudos or more public favour
to anyone than to him who sets eut on this
mission to curtail the gains of these peo-
ple. and to take sueh steps as will lead
to the cheapening of the meat supply.
As an example of what this State is
eapable of doing.-at Lake Darlot, where
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pastoral pursuits are being indulged in,
meat is only Gd. per pound, and yet the
ring will not buy from the small men
there. The produeers have no chanee of
getting their supplies to market, and
when the meat reaches the head of the
line there are ne puvchasers for it. It is
only bought there at a nominal rate, and
very often the stock owners are compelled
to keep their cattle on their hands. The
people of the State would be very grate-
ful if they could see an indieation of
something being done by the Government
to deal with this question. There is no-
thing presses more injuriously on the
workers and on the people generally than
the domination of this combine. The
sooner it is ended and the people take
the matter into their bands and instruet
their representatives to take action, the
better it will be for everyone. While the
Government have been able to place
£35,000 on the Estimates for the freezing
works, and while they have been able to
get huge sums for other works, I regret to
say they have been very negligent with
regard to edncational matters. It is nol
a verv reassuring eircumstance when we
find, as stated in the report of the Edu-
cation Department for the year, that there
are places m the State where children
are growing up in ignorance because of
schools having been closed. I conld give
the Minister for Education instances
where there are numbers of children in
localities which have every prospect of
being permanent, who are absolutely
denied the rudiments of edueation, ex-
eept at ruinous and exorbitant eost. The
Treasurer, speaking last night, said the
salaries paid in some of the localities
compared favourably with those paid i
the Eastern States. [The Minister for
Education: Al the salaries do.] T am
not going to contradiet that, but T will
give him an example of a state of affairs
which oceurred at Anaconda. There was
a school there, but the salary paid to the
teacher was so inadequate that he counld
not possibly live upon it. I am not
quite sure of the amomnt, hut it was less
than £2 15s. a week, and the teacher eould
not possibly live at that rate; board and
residence alone would he from 27s. 6d. to
30=. n week. ’
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The Minister :
were there?

Me. STCART: That does not alter the
faet of the small .salary.

The inister: It alters the type of
school. .

Mr. STCART: There were 10 to 156
children [ saw myself, and Anaconda is
one of the most permanent places in the
State, or even in Australia. The Ana-
conda ecopper mine last year produced
£60,000 worth of copper, and paid in
back-loading, a thing the Railway ‘De-
partment are always crying for, £2,000
in freights for copper from Anaconda to
Fremantle. There was a school budlt in
the distriet, but because of the miserable
salary offered to the teacher it is now
lying - idle. The Treasurer mentioned
that smaller salaries were paid in New
South Wales; but I would point out that
a teacher in that State receiving a salary
similar to that offered to the teacher at
Anaconda would be able to get board and
lodging in most of the distriets for 12s.
a week; yet the Minister says salaries
here compare favourably with those in
the TKastern States. There are other
considerations than that of salary.
I think those are items which should he
borne in mind when the Government are
receiving all rie kudos. There ¥ another
item to which I refer with some reluctanee.
The hon. member for Worth Perth gave
the Premier credit for having settled the
wood-line trouble. I think it is necessary
to say a few words here with regard to
the eause of that strike, seeing that it was
the most serious and mosl monentous in-

- dustrial dispute in ‘Western Australia, 1
would say it was the rapacity of the eom-
panies that led to the upheaval, and while
I have no desire whatever to question the
statement ihat the Premier deserved eredit
for his action, T think there are other
features of it that should he bhorne in
mind; and as I {ook a somewhat promin-
ent part in that trouble T would hike to
place matters right on certain phases of
it. The oviginal tronble arose, as T said
before, from the rapaeity of the wood
companies, and the men who had heen
snffering injustices for six or seveu years
at last tonk a favourable opportunity of
making theiv ease known to the people.

How many children
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There was a eontinual howl from all parts
that those men should go hack to work and
submit their ease to arhiiration. When
I became. associated with them [ advised
them - to do nothing of the sort, and they
were of the same opinion, that in view of
the iniquitons awards given on previous
vccasions they were not guing to he hypo-
crites, and seek an awavd kunowing that
the award would uot be one by whieh they
conld abide. They were candid enough
to say that the Axbhitration Court was of
no use to them, and they would settle their
tronble withont an application to it.

The Treasurer: You advised them- to
strike?
Mr. STUART : They had gone on

strike before I appeared on the scene.

The Lreasurer: Then vou advised.them
to continne to strike.

Mr. STUART: They simply decided on
o certain eourse of aétion; and the reasons
why they decided on that course of action
were that they had a knowledge of pre-
vious awards ihat had been given by the
Arbitration Conet. Owing to the want of
Luowledge on the part of the people wha
composed the counrl, these awards weore
altogether unpalatable, and could not be
entertained by those f£or whom. they were
given. They referred to the award of
1905, and to the South-West timber strike
of last year, when the award was so in-
iquitous that the whole Comnonwealth
supported the men in their refusal to
abide by it; and I was not far wrong
when T advised the men to persevere with-
oat referring o the court.

Ihe Treqsurer: Breaking the law.

Mr. STUART: The laws have been
broken before to-day. If this tribunal as
a last resource for the settlement of dis-
putes is a failure, I think it is time some-
one was candid enowgh to say so. In this
instance everything came out all right,
fortunately. But I regret that other
people were involved ; people not respon-
gihle either for the Arbitration Cowrt
awnrds or the ecomposition of the enurt.
I'nese people had to suffer., but that wa=
mevitable.  The opinton T would give
unionisls in the future is to have nothing
whatever to do with the Avrbitration
Court, because if they go hefore it they
make themselves hypocrites, seeking an
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award knowing that they will refuse to
abide by it. It is better to keep away
from it until we have confidence in it and
are prepared to abide by its decisions. I
would say that as far as registration is
concerned, the Aet is hostile to the wor-
kers’ organisations, the registration at the
present time being merely farcical. The
Act has preeluded any mention of politi-
cal aetion in the rules that have to be
registered, and it is only a mere subter-
fuge to seek registration. My adviee to
uniontsts and others is to have no more
to do with the court except to expend a
2d. stamp to say that they bave done with
it. That is practically what oceurred with
regard to the timber trouble on the gold-
fields, and I certainly feel that we have
to eongratulate ourselves on the termina-
tion of the trouble so speedily. It might
have spread farther and had more dis-
astrons results.  The Arbitration Court
has broken down, and we see also in New
Zealand, where it has had the longest trial,
the people are tired of it. In New South
‘Wales the people have no confidence in
it, and they are resorting to the old method
of settling disputes. With regard to the
goldfields I feel there is reason to con-
gratulate ourselves that the men who took
charge of the workers’ dispnie were so
capable of pufting the facts before the
public as to gain their approbation, and
whetber or not the Premier gets credit for
the settlement is wide of the mark. That it
was settled satisfactorily is acknowledged
on al! sides. I do not care who. gets the
credit as long as the workers who were
implicated are benefited in the long run.
An interjection was madé by the Minister
for Mines in regard ta a tennis court for
the State hotel. There are things that
require more urgent attention at this hotel
than a tennis cowmrt. If the Government
are seeking farther kudos on the strength
of a tennis court 1 will not dispute it.
Wit regard to the State hotet I would say
a few words as to the experiment.in re-
gard to solving the liguor problem. On
this side of the House we are pledged to
defend the nationalisation -of the liquor
traffic, and nothing short of that is likely
to settle this very comprehensive question.
But as far as the State hotel is conecerned
it eannot be cited as having been effective.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Third day.

That js becanse the liquor problem is too
great for any one man, be he even the
manager of a State hotel, or the head of
a department, to solve, but as the Minister
for Mines has signified his intention of
installing a tennis court there, 1 think
what should be done in connection with
that place, before anything in the shape
of luzuries is added to it, is that the
people who spend their earnings there and
build up the profit whieh is eonsiderable
every year, should get some farther con-
sideration. The money is spent in the
locality, it is earned by the men, and if
aceounts were totted up, it would be found
that the man who buys his pint of beer
in the hotel is the biggest faetor in estab-
lishing the profit. 1 am pleased there is
a profit on the hotel, but one thing should
be done, and that is to spend some of that
profit in the locality where it is earned.
A house with a turnover of £11,000 and
a profit of £3,000 should eommand some
consideration ; that is, the people who con-
tribute that profit should bave some of it
spent in the loeality. If any of the profit
could be used in popularising the desire
to have the liguor traffic nationalised, it
would also be a very desirable avenue of
expenditure. [f a tennis court is to be
built out of the profits, then I hope at
least a reading-room, or some accommoda-
tion of that nature, should be provided
for the men there who have to lead hard
and brutal lives and have nowhere else to
go in the evenings. Tt would give them
some little reereation. = At present there
is one bar, and the people who visit the
hotel have to visit that bar only. There
is no-other reom, whereas in other hotels
run by private enterprise there wwould be
smoking rooms and reading rooms where
the miners, if not in their camps, could
go to spend a few hours of the evenings.
1 would suggest to the Minister to elimi-
nate the expenditure on a tennis court for
a while and wake the hotel atiractive, and
fulfil the.desire that was in the minds of
those responsible for ifs erection. Now
just & word or two with regard to agri-
cultural railways. While T have not op-
posed any agricultural railways since I
have been in the House T have very often
been of opinion that it would be wise if
there were a permanent board in existence
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to approve or disapprove .of these lines
as the oceasion demanded, so that there
nright mot bhe any suspicion of political
influence in their construction. It is per-
baps rather too much to say that ‘there are
certain features that generally recur in
any railway; but when some of these rail-
ways have been before the House it was
allowable to infer from the heat and per-
turbation of cerfain people in the vicinity
that they were deeply interested in these
railways, and that they had laid. their
plans beforehand. During my brief so-

journ in this Chamber T have seen that

while these railways were being discussed
the lobbies were well patronised, and that
this House was the object of attraetion
solely on that account. But as for saying
there was any political bribery in it, I am
glad to say there was none of that, though
the features-were certainly suspicious on
occasions. All of us support these rail-
ways on their merits. We have sufficient
knowledge in this House-to know that land
is becoming harder to get and farther
away from facilities of tramsit; and that

nothing will overcome these diffienlties but.
I will suppert.

building these spur lines. -
these lines; reserving to myself the-right
to become hostile should anything become
suspicious on the snrface; and to avoid
anything being suspicions I consider there
should be a permanent non-partisan board
to deal with these proposals. I do:not
wish to deal- with this question' now, be-
canse there are no proposals bhefore the
House at the present tiine; but with re-
gard ‘to the desire to settle people on the
land, and with regard to the difficulties
they find. in getting on -the land, I would
like to read one instanee, and it is only
an instance of which many similar ones
could be cited, with regard to the difficulty
of getting on the land. I think this is
where the department might be galvanised
into a little activity. This is a letter writ-
ten to me quite recently:—

In reference to my application for
land in the Avon distriet I will attempt
ko give you the details as coneisely and
truthfully as-I ean. In the first place
I obtained a locality plan from the
Lands Office in Perth, and lefi the fol-
lowing morning for Tammin, where I
met the Government land guide. Y was
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taken cut about 12 miles to his resi-
dence, and the following day we in-
spected the Jand shown as vacant on the
plan whieh I had, and which coincided
exactly with the guide’s plan. I was
assured by the guide that no one had
up to date inspected the block that I
picked on. I then returned to Kal-
goorlie the following morning and made
out my application to reach the Nor-
tham land office by return mail, natur-
ally thinking that I would be the first
applieant. Subsequently I received-a
letter from Northam, acknowledging
receipt of the application and fees, and
stating that as the land bad already
been selected wounld I amend my appli-
cation.
This applicant, after hamng. gone to all
this trouble und having the land guide
verify the block as being vacant, was told
by the Northam offiee that it bad pre-
vionsty been applied for. The letter con-
tinues :—

Would I amend my applieation, and
mark same on an up-to-date tracing
enclosed and return same to Northam;
requests that I immediately complied
with,

That is where up-to-dateness is required.
Where a -man is anxiouns to get on-the
land, be wants wup-to-date information
and does not want the plans of the year
before last. - It is no trifling matter for
a man-to get leave of absence from the
goldfields to come down and select land.
If he does this, he wants to get his -land.
As the result of complying with- the re-
quest from the Northam Land Office this
wan received another letter from. the
Lands Departtent, which said:—

With reference to your application
for land in the Avon district, I beg to
state that the land applied for under
homestead farm conditions is within. an
area at present held as a pastoral lease.

There is more up-to-dateness: Why -are
not these things shown in the Perth -office?
It was the second tirhe this man was put-
off. Tt is not necessary to go any farther
into this to show that the -desire to en-
courage men to go. on -the land may he
there, but the method by which -they: are
encouraged {o-go there is very slack and
out of date. .
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The Treasurer: Has the hon. member
inguired inte this matter at the Lands
Department?

Mr. STUART: The original lettem are
sufficient for me. I have not the time te
inquire,

The Treasurer: Then will you kindly
let e have the letters.

Mr. STUART: Yes; I have no desire
to withhold anything. T am only culling
this as one of a number of letters I have
received. Being fairly well known on the
goldfields, I have gone a great deal out of
my way to show men the ropes how to
get on the land; but this sort of thing is
ocemrring continunally, plans being out of
date, and appliecants being ineconvenienced
and practically diseouraged. In faet, on
several vceasions the State has lost a num-
ber of settlers. The Midland Railway
Company do not lose any applicants of
this kind. A man who bas £700 to invest
in Jand was humbugged about the city
for a while, and eventnally went to the
Midland Company. That was one settler
lost to the Guvernment. I bave no inten-
tion -of labouring this matter at great
Jength. Tt is only what the Lands De-
partment may expect. The best class of
men they can expect is the man who-is
on the goldfields and has possibly been a
farmer on the other side, but has made
a few pounds and wants to get back to
his old oceupation of farming, Every
man of this class I think should be en-
couraged. I do not know that I have
anything more in the nature of censure
or eriticism to offer on this oceasion.
I would like just to refer to one matler
which is on the Notice Paper, and which
will not probably be reached; that is with
regard to police court fines. This is
causing a large amount of exasperation
in municipalities. I think there is no
reason why this matter should not be
settled. As to the overpaid hospital sub-
sidies, that is rather a large question to
deal with, and will entail more expense;
but the recommendation of the select com-
mittee in regard to municipal subsidies
overpaid should earry some weight, and
receive some consideration at the hands
of the House. The amount mentioned,
£30,000, it must be admitted is only esti-
mated. It must be admitted that some
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of the muineipalities are on a different
footing from others. Some, in all honesty
of intention, did certain things which
brought them into this eategory, but had
they done things in a different way they
would not have been brought within the
scope of the select committee’s investiga-
tions. The amount of money at stake is
too large to allow the subject to be dis-
missed by ignoring the select committee’s
report. In conelusion I only trust—
[Mr. Heitmann: That we shall all get
back again.] As far as getting back again
is concerned I do not know whether all
will eome back or not, but whoever comes
here after the impending elections T hope
may he successful in squaring the finances
and reducing the debt per lhiead of the
population ; redueing the interest bill
which we are continually paying to the
old country. T hope those who eome back
will be more suneeessful in doing that than
the present Administration are. I trust
the defieit which has been growing with
surprising rapidity may begin to show
signs of shrinking a little. I say that,
speaking sincerely in the interests of the
people of the State. I trust that any
remarks I have made to-night with
regard to the administration of the various
departments will be aceepted by Mini-
sters in the spirit in which they are
offered. T have certainly not very great
Parliamentary experience to guide me,
but speaking with my experience, I say
that there has been a great laxity in the
administration to which I have referred.
If the result of change in the disposition
of forces in the House should lead to those
who are on this side being saddled with
the respensibilities of Government, under
these circumstances no one will ohjeel to
eriticism such as I have offered on this
oceaxion.

On motion by Mr. W. B. Gordon, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at fifteen minutes
past gleven o'cloek, until the next day,



